A Program You Should Know: GMR BBYO’s Stand Up 10-10-10
Meet Jacob Grossman and Arielle Solomon, both seniors at Stevenson High School and co-presidents of the Greater Midwest Region of BBYO.  They are both proud to be involved with such an innovative new project and hope that more people will share their excitement. 

Solomon says “This year, everyone in BBYO across the International order is participating in something called the StandUP! Campaign. Each region chooses a topic, such as hunger, and for the entire programming year, dedicates time, money, and advocacy efforts to helping that specific cause and educating the community in which they live. GMR (Great Midwest Region) chose hunger, more specifically the ARK, as our issue and organization”

What is Stand Up! 10-10-10?
In GMR (Great Midwest Region), we are launching our own Campaign, a branch of StandUP! called 10-10-10 (10-10)! The 10-10-10 (10-10) means we are trying to reach 10,000 people, raise $10,000, and donate 10,000 hours of community service or volunteer work in 10 months in 2010! I know those numbers seem... impossible... but I can assure you we're well on our way. If everyone who heard about 10-10-10 donated $1, then told all their friends, the number would be reached in no time. As for the hours, chapters throughout the region are going to be volunteering with the Ark, and recording their hours. For example, if 15 girls organized canned goods for 3 hours, that's a total of 45 hours. In addition, any volunteer work that is done outside of the Ark can count as well, as long as they're recorded. It may seem that those hours should not be counted in 10-10-10 for they can be completely unrelated to hunger or the Ark, but by asking someone to donate their hours, we are spreading awareness of our Campaign and of the hunger issue in our community. To donate, record hours, or see how close we are to reaching our goal, visit www.gmrbbyo.org and click on the "Stand Up 10-10-10(10-10)" link in the middle of the page. 
What does the program mean to you?

The StandUP! Campaign is a fantastic way to get involved with our communities. Not only does it provide a learning opportunity for us and for our region, but it lets our community know that BBYO stands for a cause. However, it is not all talk; by raising money and awareness about hunger, the community will hopefully open their eyes to the present situation, and, more importantly, what they can do to help. In addition to serving as a tool in which to better our world, the members of GMR are being exposed to real-life issues, as well as ways to fight them. 
Why is BBYO important to you?

BBYO is such a unique opportunity that many of us will never get again. It teaches teens how to manage their time, lead a successful program, and inspire younger members to carry on the tradition. We, as leaders of the region, experience a level of leadership like no other, for although it is, at times, stressful and difficult, it is incredibly rewarding. All the leaders of BBYO will be able to take these skills and characteristics learned through BBYO with them beyond high school, beyond college, and into the rest of their lives. 
