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The South Suburban
Jewish Community Newsletter 

JCC CHICAGO WINTER PROGRAMS AT THE STONE
COMMUNITY CENTER

JCC Chicago will offer several adult programs
in the southern suburbs this winter. 

Join us on Fridays at Governors State University for JCC’s Adult
Learning Exchange. This partnership program with GSU offers adults
in the southern suburbs and Northwest Indiana the opportunity to
pursue their lifelong love of learning. Course offerings for Winter
Session 2010 include a film class on the "Best of the Fests," "The
History of Britain," "Socrates Cafe," and "Great Decisions."  Classes,
which run Jan. 15 through March 5, meet from 9:30 a.m. until noon,
and from 1 to 4 p.m. 

The popular Movie Mondays, Jewish-themed movies followed by
facilitated discussion, will continue throughout the winter. During
the winter months, movies will be shown in the afternoon only.

Tots and their caregivers are invited to join us in the JCC Play Village

on Tuesdays from 11a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and on Wednesdays and
Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Beginning Jan. 8, admission will
be $4 a visit for members and $7 for non-members. Participants in
Tot Shabbat have complimentary admission to the Play Village.

New this winter is a program for parents/caregivers and children 12-
36 months old. Tot Shabbat meets Fridays from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.,
beginning Jan. 8. The cost for 12 classes is $123.60 for members of
the Center and $160.68 for non-members. Participants in the Tot
Shabbat program can attend the JCC Play Village at no charge.

There may be snow on the ground, but summer is just around the
corner and camp registration will begin soon. Sign up early to receive
your early bird discount. For information on programs, contact Ilene
Uhlmann at (708) 794-1021.

TU B’SHEVAT SEDER FOR THE SHALOM OVER 50 GROUP

Over the past three years, National
Council of Jewish Women has
presented a holiday celebration to the
Shalom Over 50 group. This year, NCJW

Board Members Frima Margolin and Dalia Podwol will conduct a Tu
B’Shevat Seder on Tuesday, Jan. 26.

Also called “The New Year of the Trees,” the festival reminds us that
it is time for buds to appear on the trees in Israel and, as an
extension of that, to take positive steps in caring for our
environment.

This Seder is modeled after the Passover Seder, with four cups of
wine, each a different color from white to dark red, to remind us of

the change in seasons. Also, fruits and nuts found in the Bible are
eaten, adding color and taste to the table. They range from those
with coverings on the outside, such as oranges, to those with pits
(think peaches), and those which both the inside and outside can be
eaten, such as raisins. Just like the symbols on the Passover table, so
too the fruits and nuts of Tu B' Shevat represent specific values. 

The Seder on Jan. 26 will include songs, psalms, poems and
discussion to create a delightful experience.

For more information on NCJW, contact Dalia Podwol at
podwols@aol.com or (708) 922-1249. 

First, the good news. We are pleased to report
that the Stone Community Center will remain
open at least through June 2010.

It took many people, organizations and efforts, all
linked by a common goal, to make this possible:
the South Suburban community, which has raised

almost $80,000 through special Stone Memberships; the JCC of
Chicago, Jewish Child & Family Services and JUF/Jewish Federation,
which provided key resources; and a variety of steps that cut the
cost of operating the building.  All of this happened at a time of
significant economic strain on our community and cuts in our
system’s resources because of the recession.  

The community commitment, in particular – while short of the
$100,000 goal – has been critical to our success so far. The leaders
who made it happen, and the many individuals who participated,
deserve major thanks. 

This achievement, however, is a milestone, not a finish line. To keep
Stone open beyond June requires the community’s ongoing purchase
of supporting memberships. The Cooperative Jewish Council and
many local organizations are exploring a variety of options to
support that and other revenue-generating ideas.

Even as we support the Stone building, we also must make certain
that the JUF Annual Campaign remains strong. JUF provides the
agencies with the critical support they need to deliver their
programming in the South Suburbs, as well as throughout the
Chicago area and the Jewish world.

So, in short, thanks to the efforts of many, many people and
organizations, we now know that the Stone building will remain
open through the first half of 2010. But its future beyond that, and
the content of the programming offered, depend upon the continued
purchase of supporting memberships to cover its unfunded
operational costs, and our continued support of the JUF campaign.

Regardless of what happens to the Stone building going forward, the
Jewish Federation and its affiliated agencies remain committed to
delivering social, human, educational and cultural programming in
the South Suburban Jewish community. When, where and how may
change over time, but the commitment does not.
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The Real Israel vs. The Reel Israel

From Nov. 2 through the 18th, I led a trip to Israel. We traveled north
and south, east and west, and even visited Petra in Jordan. Of course,
it is always magnificent to walk in the footsteps of our matriarchs
and patriarchs, to visit the birthplace and historical homeland of our
people, and to experience the feeling of being in the majority.

We saw all the traditional sites, as well as some off the beaten path,
but what impressed me most, and has always impressed me most, is
the people, their spirit, their dedication, and their positive thinking.

I want to share with you one experience that, in many ways, sums
up the essence of the trip itself. One of my favorite shopping haunts
is in the Cardo in the Jewish Quarter. The store is called Mira, after
a lady of the same name who is not a Sabra and who made aliyah
years ago from the United States. As we were talking in her store,
out of the blue she said “I think we’re a happy People.” 

I asked her what she meant, why she felt they were a happy people
with all the problems, worries and concerns that beset Israel. She
turned to her Sabra son and asked, “What do you think?”  

Before he could answer she said, “I think we are happy because we
have such a tight sense of friendship, community, and feeling of
caring for one another; a bit like the openness and neighborliness of
the US in the 1950s.” 

Then she turned to her son again, asking if he (and his generation)
would agree. He nodded, “yes.”

This is the true heart and soul of Israel in a nutshell. 

So turn off the bad and dour news for a while, go to Israel, and
experience the true beauty and spirituality of the country and the
People, and learn or re-learn about  the “real” and not the “reel” Israel. 

The Rabbi’s 

Corner

Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds
will be available from the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago for Jewish college and
graduate students in need of financial

assistance for the 2010-2011 academic year. 
Eligibility requirements include full-time enrollment in one (or more)
of the following disciplines:  

•graduate enrollment primarily in a helping profession; 
•vocational or undergraduate training in the helping sectors that
require no graduate education for employment; 

•studies in the arts or sciences; 
•communications at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; or
•law.

Applicants must legally reside in the greater Chicago metropolitan
area or, in some cases, Cook County or Northwest Indiana. Jewish
Vocational Service will administer the scholarship program and
personally interview all applicants before April 20. To apply, go to
www.jvschicago.org and click on “Scholarship Services.”  

For additional information or questions, call the JVS Scholarship
Secretary at (312) 673-3444 or e-mail jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org. 

The application deadline is Feb. 15, 2010.

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

RABBI PAUL CAPLAN, TEMPLE ANSHE SHOLOM

Join us for a special evening with Robert
Schwartz, Senior Policy Advisor,
Consulate General of Israel to the
Midwest, who will be discussing “A

Nuclear Iran and an Update on the Political Process in the Middle East.”

The event takes place Wednesday, Feb. 24, starting with Israeli food at
6:30 p.m. and the program at 7:30 p.m. It will be held at the home of
Betti and Neal Goldberg, 62 Graymoor Lane, Olympia Fields.

This program helps support Yad b’ Yad in Israel.

Space is limited to the first 50 paid reservations received by Feb. 17.
Reservations cannot be accepted at the door. To reserve your place,
send a check, payable to NCJW, to Marianne Switt, 11425 Plattner
Road, Mokena, IL 60448. $10 members, $15 non members.

Questions? Contact Israeli Affairs Chair Tova Meron at
tova_meron@sbcglobal.net or (708) 957 3036.

ISRAELI AFFAIRS 2010

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AT A GLANCE: FEBRUARY-MAY

February

5 Temple Anshe Sholom FunTAStic Dinner Shabbat, 6 p.m. 
7 Temple Anshe Sholom SuperBowl Party with Chili Cookoff, 5 p.m.
8 Temple Anshe Sholom ShowStoppers’ Meet the Directors Night, 7:30 p.m.
10 Temple Anshe Sholom Spa Night, location and time TBA
18 Temple Anshe Sholom Taste of Judaism, 1st session, time TBA
21 Temple Anshe Sholom Sisterhood Spaghetti Dinner, 5 p.m.
23 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Games Afternoon & Luncheon, The Egg & I, time TBA
24 NCJW Israeli Affairs Program, private home, 6:30 p.m.
2255 FFaasstt ooff EEsstthheerr

Temple Anshe Sholom Taste of Judaism, 2nd session, time TBA
26 CJC Community Shabbat, Temple Anshe Sholom, dinner 6 p.m., services 7:30 p.m.
2277 EErreevv PPuurriimm
2288 PPuurriimm

Temple Anshe Sholom Purim Service and Cantata, 10:45 a.m., carnival follows
B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Purim Spiel, time TBA

March

4 Temple Anshe Sholom Taste of Judaism, 3rd session, time TBA
6 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Israeli Wine Tasting, time TBA
7 Joliet Jewish Congregation, Coffee with the Rabbi, Speaker David Brinn, 10:30 a.m.

Temple Anshe Sholom Men’s Club Texas Hold’em Tournament, 1:30 p.m.
13 Joliet Jewish Congregation, Italian Night Potluck Dinner and Game Night, Havdalah Service, 6 p.m.

Temple Anshe Sholom ShowStoppers Performance, 8 p.m.
14 Joliet Jewish Congregation Passover Wine Tasting, Dominick’s, 2 p.m.

Temple Anshe Sholom ShowStoppers Performance, 4 p.m.
23 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Luncheon, “Jews in the World of Mystery Fiction,” location and time TBA
2299 EErreevv PPaassssoovveerr,, FFiirrsstt SSeeddeerr
3300--3311 PPaassssoovveerr
30 Joliet Jewish Congregation Community Passover Seder, 6 p.m.

April

11--66 PPaassssoovveerr
1111 YYoomm HHaaSShhooaahh

Joliet Jewish Congregation Children’s Yom HaShoah Program, 11 a.m., Adult Yom HaShoah Program, 6 p.m.
16 Temple Anshe Sholom Movie Night and Shabbat service, 6:30 p.m.
17 Joliet Jewish Congregation Movie Night, 6:30 p.m.
18 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Used Jewelry Sale, time TBA
1199 YYoomm HHaa’’AAttzzmmaauutt

Joliet Jewish Congregation Israel Independence Day Program, 7 p.m.
23 Temple Anshe Sholom MashugaNotes Shabbat Dinner/Service 6 p.m.
25 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom, Taste of BYBS & Auction, time TBA
30 Temple Anshe Sholom High School Havurah Graduation, 7:30 p.m.
30-31 Temple Anshe Sholom Scholar-in-Residence, time TBA

For more information on the above events, contact Alene Rutzky at (708) 798-1884.
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Hadassah’s Winter/Spring activities start with our
games afternoon on Tuesday, Feb. 23, at the Egg
& I Restaurant. 

Do you know that there are more than 400
mysteries with Jewish characters and themes?  On
Tuesday, March 23, Hadassah will sponsor the

program, “Jews in the World of Mystery Fiction,” with guest speaker
Ruthe Sacks. Place is to be determined.

Our annual, and always popular, Chinese auction will take place on either April
18 or 25. Place is to be determined. Each participant is asked to bring a
wrapped gift with a minimum value of $10 for auction.

Proceeds from all programs and fund-raising activities – such as
directory ads, lox boxes, deli lunches, and Hadassah greeting cards –
support the Hadassah Medical Organization’s basic and applied
research programs. 

Researchers at the Hadassah Medical Center have developed a
simple breathing test that can predict the prognosis for patients with
liver disease. This test has important implications for determining
appropriate candidates for liver transplants.

For more information on Hadassah activities, please contact Bea
Kamen at (708) 799-5491.

HADASSAH WINTER/SPRING 2010

2010 Israel Solidarity Day

2010 Trades Dinner Season 

Save the date of Sunday, May 2, for the 2010 Israel Solidarity
Day, featuring the Walk with Israel. Stand with and support the
people of Israel by joining us at the South Suburban event!
Details will follow in the coming months. For more information,
visit www.juf.org/walk, email IsraelSolidarity@juf.org, or call
(312) 444-2905. 

Monday, May 17 
Hyatt Regency Chicago 
5:30 p.m. 
Financial Services 
Marketing & Media 
Real Estate & Building Trades  

Wednesday, May 26 
Hyatt Regency Chicago  
5:30 p.m. 
Dental 
Physicians & Surgeons 
Professional Health

Thursday, May 27 
Westin Chicago North Shore 
5:30 p.m. 
Educators
Foods & Hospitality 
High Tech 
Wholesalers, Retailers & Manufacturers

Thursday, June 3 
Hyatt Regency Chicago 
5:30 p.m. 
Government Agencies 
Lawyers 
Non-Profit

Please visit www.juf.org/professionals for more
information.

Corner
JJ UU FF

As this issue appears, we will be celebrating a
Tu B'Shevat Seder at BYBS at 2 p.m. Sunday,
Jan. 31. Perhaps by then, we can hope, more of

winter will be behind us than ahead. 

A lively fall included hosting a community blood drive, forming a
new havurah (with possibly others to come), and a well-attended
Deli-Dance offering kosher food, Zydeco, and Square Dancing – a
unique combination of ethnic flavors! In December, our school
sponsored a special Havdalah service, followed by the traditional
Spaghetti Dinner and Dessert Auction, and then came Chanukah.
January included Sisterhood Shabbat and, the following Friday, a
congregational get-together featuring an informal service followed
by Shabbat dinner.

February will be fairly tranquil, at least until it ends with a Megillah
reading on Erev Purim. We will hold joint festivities with Am Echad
at their synagogue. The following day, Feb. 28, we have our Purim
Carnival in the morning, followed by our Purim Shpiel in the evening,

written and performed by a cast that could tickle even Haman’s
funny bone (if he had one left). A week later, the BYBS Sisterhood
will present a festive Tasting of the Wines of Israel on the evening of
March 6.

By the time you read this, there will be more information about
“Sounds of Faith,” a forum sponsored by SWIFT (Southwest Interfaith
Team) and hosted at BYBS. This will be an opportunity to hear, learn
about, and discuss the religious music of Judaism, Islam and
Christianity.

Spring activities will continue in April, starting with a Havdalah
service and Camp-in on April 17-18. Sisterhood will sponsor a
jewelry sale of “Cherished Gems” on Sunday, April 18. The following
week, on April 25, we will hold our ever-popular Taste of BYBS and
Auction. And by then, spring truly will be here. 

For more information, contact BYBS at (708) 799-4110 or
www.bybs.org.

THE RITES OF SPRING AT BYBS

Temple Anshe Sholom is preparing for its musical variety show, Glitz,
Glamour and Guts, which will be presented at 8 p.m. Saturday, March
13, and 4 p.m. Sunday, March 14, at the temple. Once again, it will
be professionally staged and directed by Chicago-based director-
performer Charlie Misovye. 

ShowStoppers 2010 promises to be bigger and better than ever. This
year's production kicks off with a Meet the Director's Party at 7:30
p.m. Monday, Feb. 8. Rehearsals begin Sunday, Feb. 14.

Glitz, Glamour and Guts, the Temple's twelfth production, highlights
music from Broadway productions, as well as a variety of skits and
vignettes written by Temple members.

The event, chaired by Debbie Weinstein and Debby Pebworth, is
produced entirely by Temple members who volunteer their time,
talent and hands as part of the cast, crew and committees. Rabbi
Paul Caplan and Cantor David Reinwald also will perform on stage. 

ShowStoppers is one of Temple Anshe Sholom's major fundraisers
and helps support the congregation’s services, ritual and study. To
purchase tickets or to advertise in the show program book, call the
Temple office at (708) 748-6010.

TEMPLE ANSHE SHOLOM PRESENTS SHOW
STOPPERS 2010 ‘GLITZ, GLAMOUR AND GUTS’

Save the Date…
The Cooperative Jewish Council’s 2010 JUF Annual Event
Sunday, May 16
6:45 p.m.
Location-TBA
Dessert Reception
For more information, please contact Becky Shulman,
Congregations & Community Campaign, at the Jewish United
Fund, 312-357-4563, or email beckyshulman@juf.org.

Women’s Division Spring Event
May 10, 2010
Hyatt Regency Chicago

Save the Date…
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B’NAI B’RITH CHAI UNIT

The effects of the Holocaust linger
not only for those who experienced
it directly, but for their children as
well. The children of those lost in

the Holocaust continue to struggle with vivid memories of losing
parents, siblings, extended families, and friends. 

Reminders of their tragic experiences are found in seemingly
unimportant everyday occurrences. A knock on the door, for example,
can take someone back to a time when that sound was filled with a
sense of foreboding and symbolized a threat to personal safety.

Survivors and their children alike have benefited from counseling
services. Counseling has helped them develop their narrative, a story
they can tell and re-tell until it makes sense to them. It enables
people who have experienced such traumatic events to create order

out of the chaos they experienced, to obtain mastery of
circumstances so beyond their control at the time.  

The staff at Jewish Child & Family Services (JCFS) honors survivors’
courage and resilience and understands the special issues they face.
For survivors and their families in the south suburban area, we
provide counseling, reparations assistance, information and referral,
and limited financial assistance to those survivors who meet the
eligibility guidelines established by the Claims Conference. We also
have staff who can do training workshops for social service and
health care professionals working with survivors and their families. 

As a reminder, JCFS has relocated to the Anita M. Stone Community
Center, 3400 W. 196th St. in Flossmoor. The new location offers an
array of services to the surrounding community. Please call (708)
798-1859 for more information.

SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

In addition to fundraising efforts, Temple Anshe Sholom recently
offered an Interfaith Outreach series. The GrandParents Circle, a
series of five sessions held from October 2009 through January 2010,
was open to all Jewish grandparents whose grandchildren are being
raised in intermarried homes. Led by facilitator Stan Selinger, Ph.D.,
the Circle’s participants discussed a number of topics, including how

to nurture Jewish identity in one’s grandchildren and ways to begin
a dialogue on sensitive issues with your intermarried children. 

Temple Anshe Sholom will continue to sponsor Interfaith Outreach
programs, as it is an extremely important subject that touches many
of us.

TEMPLE ANSHE SHOLOM REACHES OUT
TO GRAND PARENTS

B'nai B'rith International, the global voice of the
Jewish community, is the most widely known
Jewish humanitarian, human rights and
advocacy organization. BBI works for Jewish

unity, security and continuity, and fights anti-Semitism and
intolerance around the world.

Chai Unit is fully committed to B'nai B'rith. We are active members
of the CJC. Chai Unit participates in Israel Solidarity Day and senior

citizen programs in partnership with the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago. 

We look forward to a successful year pursuing the ideals of B'nai
B'rith. The new year will bring a variety of interesting speakers and
programs that you will enjoy.

For membership information, call Mike Lowenstein at (708) 747-5343. 

At times in our lives we are all capable of
enthusiasm. Everyone can soar with
enthusiasm over a new president or a
new building or a new cause for which
we are willing to work. It is possible for

anyone to become inspired or uplifted. 

A year goes by and enthusiasm wanes; after a few years, excitement
and commitment fade. Yet there are a special few whose dedication
and commitment to a task is undiminished. Fortunately, we have
such people at Am Echad.

For example, Joe Lassner, a past president of our congregation, has
the weekly task of chanting the first 40 minutes of our Shabbat
morning service. He literally opens the door and opens the service.
Then, before he can become too comfortable at his seat in the
congregation, he ascends the pulpit again to call up each person who
has been given an aliyah. And it is Joe who we entrust with offering

the prayer for healing. Joe is an example of dedication, as he has
been fulfilling these tasks each Shabbat and holiday for 18.5 years. 

Burt Garbow reads the Torah each Shabbat and holiday. As you
know, at Am Echad our reading is not just a symbolic few verses. It
has been the entire parasha chanted with the correct cantillation,
which entails many hours of preparation. Through the years, Burt
has taught some of our members to read Torah and he has recorded
countless tapes. Also, for as long as anyone can remember, Burt has
chanted the Shacharit service on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Actually, he has done that for 35 years. He has been our Torah reader
for 39 years. Burt Garbow is an example of a person of undiminished
enthusiasm and total commitment.

NOTE:  Rabbi Podwol plans to continue with more examples of
enduring commitment at Am Echad in the next issue. For more
information, contact Congregation Am Echad at (708) 748-5277.

CONSIDER THIS FROM RABBI PODWOL

MAKE SURE YOU’RE COUNTED

Work on the 2010 edition of the Chicago-area
Jewish Population Study begins in just a few weeks.
The studies, conducted every 10 years, provide both

a snapshot and a roadmap for the Jewish community, telling us who
we are, where we are, and where we’re headed.

The results help planners, agencies, researchers and others assess our
community’s changing makeup and needs, and guide the innovation
and distribution of services for years to come.

A private research firm conducts the Study by calling thousands of
households throughout the Chicago area. Calls start in February or
March, and will continue for several months. Some people will be

asked just a few questions, others will get a more detailed set. All
responses are completely confidential, and no personally identifiable
details are linked to the answers. 

As with any such study, the stronger the response, the more reliable
the information. That’s why it’s critical for everyone called to take the
few minutes needed to participate. It’s painless, completely
confidential, and will be a major help to our community and its future.

So, if you are called, make sure you’re counted. And spread the word,
so your friends, neighbors and organizations you are involved with
know about the Study, too.

More than 4,000 families in the Chicago area already have signed up to
get free Jewish children’s books and music each month from PJ Library
and the Jewish Federation – and that’s just since late November. 

Subscriptions, good for three years, are FREE for Chicago-area
families with children 6 months to 6 years old, but space is limited.

Register online at www.juf.org/pjlibrary. If there are any questions,
call Debbi Cooper at (312) 357-4831.

The PJ Library® in Chicago is a gift from the Jewish United
Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago, local donors, and
local early childhood Jewish educators. 

4,000 FAMILIES HAVE SIGNED UP FOR PJ LIBRARY – HAS YOURS?

A DAY IN SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN AND LEGISLATION

On Thursday, April 15, join the Dawn Schuman
Institute of the Community Foundation for Jewish
Education for a great day in our State Capitol.
From 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., we’ll travel to and
explore Lincoln territory and meet state legislators.

This is sure to be an engaging and educational experience for all.
The program includes:

• A visit to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, which, with
high-tech exhibits, interactive displays, and multimedia
programs, provides an innovative way to learn about our nation’s
16th President.

• Meetings with state legislators to discuss important issues of
concern to our Jewish community.

• Observation of the General Assembly during floor debates.
• Participation in the Yom Hashoah Commemoration at the Old

State Capitol.
Register on-line at www.cfje.org. Cost, including transportation,
kosher meals, snacks and entrance fees, is $136 for DSI members or
$165 for non-members.
For more information, contact Marcia Seltzer Tobias at (847) 410-
3900, Ext. 14, or mstobias@cfje.org


