
 
Stand against companies seeking to economically isolate Israel. 

Vote for SB 1761. 
 
SPONSORS: 

Senate: Ira Silverstein, Michael Connelly, Darin LaHood, Pamela Althoff, Julie Morrison, 

Chris Nybo, Matt Murphy, Thomas Cullerton, Tim Bivens, and Kyle McCarter 

 

House: Sara Feigenholtz, David McSweeney, Lou Lang, and Carol Sente. 

 
Amidst growing anti-Semitism around the world, particularly in Europe, foreign companies are 

being pressured to boycott or otherwise inflict economic harm on the State of Israel and Israeli-

based companies.  The intention of these boycotts is to accomplish by economic and political 

means that which was not accomplished by military means since 1948.   

 

In the 1970s, the U.S. Government made it illegal for American companies to boycott 

Israel.  Those anti-boycott laws remain on the books today.  HB 4011/SB 1761 seeks to apply the 

same standard to foreign companies engaged in boycotts of Israel and is modeled on previous 

Illinois legislation that targeted companies investing in Sudan and Iran.  

  
Bill Summary:  
SB 1761, Amendment 3 requires the State of Illinois’s pension systems to divest from companies 

that boycott Israel or are Iran-restricted companies and Sudan-restricted companies. 
  
The term “boycotting Israel" is defined in the legislation as “engaging in actions that 

are  politically motivated and are intended to penalize, inflict economic harm on, or otherwise 

limit commercial relations with  the State of Israel or companies based in the State of Israel  or in 

territories controlled by the State of Israel.” The Illinois Investment Policy Board will be 

responsible for collecting and analyzing information including contracting with an independent 

research organization, providing notice to the companies, and overseeing procedures of 

divestment. This will create one consolidated list, making it less costly to monitor compliance. 
   
General Assembly Action:  
SB 1761, Amendment 3 passed the Judiciary Committee by a 11-0-1 vote on April 21, 2015. 

SB 1761, Amendment 3 passed the Senate by 49-0-3 on April 22, 2015. 

SB 1761 assigned to House Executive Committee, May 4, 2015.  
  
Supported by the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago, American Jewish Committee, and 

Office of the Governor.  

 

For more information, contact Rich Goldberg, Office of the Governor at 

Richard.Goldberg@illinois.gov or217-622-6888 or Suzanne Strassberger, Jewish Federation of 

Metropolitan Chicago at suzannestrassberger@juf.org or 847-924-9291.  
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