
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As you may know, the United Student Government Association (USGA) at Loyola University passed a 
resolution Tuesday evening calling on the university to divest from eight companies doing business 
with Israel.  Divestment resolutions such as this are a well-known, national tactic of the Boycott 
Divestment and Sanctions movement, which seeks to delegitimize Israel and rejects dialogue, 
negotiations and reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians.   
 
This resolution, promulgated by Loyola’s Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) organization, 
essentially manipulated our campus student voice. On a procedural pretext, anti-Israel advocates were 
able to introduce the resolution without opposition. Pro-Israel students were neither afforded the 
opportunity to debate the resolution, nor even informed of the vote.  The resolution passed 26 to 0, 
with two abstentions.   
 
Thankfully, the story does not end here. There is still an opportunity to overturn this vote.     
 
Hillel at Loyola, with the support of JUF’s Israel Education Center, immediately mobilized upon hearing 
of the divestment vote.  Because of our strong relationship with the university administration, we were 
able to gain instant access and express our concerns.  The USGA President and a member of the 
Administration met with representatives of the pro-Israel community and JUF’s Israel Education Center 
Director on Wednesday afternoon.   
 
The President of USGA responded with an invitation to pro-Israel students to present our position at 
the next meeting on Tuesday, March 25.  He will then make an informed decision about whether to 
uphold or veto the resolution. 
 
Our community has drafted a statement asking the President of USGA to veto the bill.  We will be 
asking our friends in the Loyola community to sign this statement, which we will present to the 
USGA.  Students, with the support of Hillel and JUF’s Israel Education Center, are preparing to present 
their verbal arguments at Tuesday’s meeting.   
 
In addition, we are pleased to report that Loyola University has emphatically stated that it will not 
adopt this proposal.  If you wish to show your support for the university’s swift and decisive statement 
(see below) please contact the Office of the President.   
 
Talia Sobol ‘16 
Loyola Metro Chicago Hillel/JUF Israel Intern 
 
Emily Briskman 
Director, JUF’s Israel Education Center 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/embeddedform?formkey=dFl0Rjh2RWlLaXVYc3gxM3pIMGhfUUE6MA
mailto:mgaranz@luc.edu

