
 

We are very pleased to inform you that Michael Simon, Executive Director of Northwestern 

University Hillel, has just been awarded the Richard M. Joel Exemplar of Excellence Award at 

Hillel International’s Global Assembly in Orlando, FL.  The Exemplar of Excellence award is 

Hillel International’s highest professional honor for Hillel professionals around the world who 

exemplify an outstanding commitment to their campus Hillels.  Michael is so incredibly 

deserving of this honor and we are thrilled that he was nominated and honored by his colleagues 

at this international forum. 

 

We want to extend a very special thank you to those who submitted nominations. In the spirit of 

this award, we wanted to share a few quotes from Michael’s nomination letters. 

 

“I have been associated with Hillel for many years and I have been impressed by how we are so 

often blessed with remarkable campus leaders.  Michael Simon is as good as it gets.  He is 

entrepreneurial, personable, and tireless in both fostering a welcoming Jewish community, and in 

his outreach outside that community.  He is at every campus event and represents us beautifully.  

He is unflappable, forward-thinking, and inspiring. What a perfect candidate for an award named 

for the magnificent Richard Joel.” 

 

-   President Morton Schapiro, Northwestern University 

 

“Michael Simon is the single best, most charismatic and talented, Jewish communal Executive 

Director I have encountered in my 25 plus years as a volunteer lay leader in the Jewish 

community.  He works tirelessly on behalf of the Northwestern community… My favorite image 

of Michael is during new student orientation at Northwestern University (NU).  As the new 

parents are lined up watching their freshman  ‘March through the Arch’ a rite of passage for NU 

students, Michael can be seen mingling with all of the Jewish parents. He remembers all of us 

and casually weaves through the crowd making introductions, connections, and welcoming 

parents to the community. Michael's warmth makes a huge school feel small and safe.” 

 

-  Deborah Belt, NU Alumna C1985 & GJ 1987, Current Parent, and Board Member of 

NU Hillel 

 

“He has fostered tremendous change at NU Hillel.  In his time as director, he has turned what 

had been a solid, though financially challenged, Hillel into one of the best in the country (and 

one which now has an extremely bright financial future).  He is expert at getting people to buy 

into a collective vision for Hillel; he manages to do this while at the same time ensuring that 

everyone feels heard.  Again, I have encountered few people in my entire life who have been so 

successful both as a fundraiser and as a change agent – a rare combination that speaks to his 

unique qualities.” 

 

-  Sanford Goldberg,  Professor of Philosophy at Northwestern University, Current 

Parent, and Board Member of NU Hillel 

 

  



“I am so grateful to Hillel for offering me a space where I could explore my own leadership, 

spiritual identity, and look to each of the amazing staff members as role models to help me do 

these things.  Michael, especially, has been an incredible person to learn from.” 

 

-  Ariella Hoffman Peterson, Current Student - Class of 2016 

 

 

Please join us in congratulating Michael on this well-deserved award. 

 

Jason Howard 

Chair, NU Hillel Board of Directors 

 

John Lowenstein 

Vice President of Campus Affairs & Student Engagement and Executive Director of Hillels of 

Illinois 

 

Phyllis Tabachnick 

Chair, Hillels of Illinois 

 


