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Jeremy Browning is a native of Detroit, Michigan studying Economics and 

International Relations at Wheaton College. Jeremy is serving as this year's Student-

Body Vice President and hopes to contribute to the learning community at Wheaton 

and enliven the creative spirits of Wheaton students. His professional aspirations 

include working in international business of law as well as the Foreign Service, 

specifically in American intelligence. He is also a staff writer for The Record and a 

member of the entrepreneurship club. 

 

 

 

 Maggie Hayes, originally from Lebanon, Connecticut, is a senior at Augustana 

College in Rock Island, Illinois. She studies Global Ethnography, French, and 

Chinese. Maggie has been a Reach Across Illinois Campuses for Israel Intern since 

her junior year in 2010 and she has very much enjoyed bringing Israel education to 

her liberal arts college. Maggie also spends her time working on the interfaith 

movement on her campus through initiatives with the Chicago-based organization, 

Interfaith Youth Core, and the student group of which she is president, Augustana 

Interfaith Understanding. 

 

 

John Green has studied political systems and processes for three years. Green is 

majoring in International Relations and Comparative Politics with three minors in 

History, Asian Studies, and Military Science. Green’s accomplishments on campus 

are in ROTC training, in which he remains in the top ten percent of 22 cadets, and 

has been given awards for excellence in character, personification of value, and 

military history excellence. He is completing a RAIC internship during his senior 

year. 

 

 

 

 

Gabriella Mercado is a RAIC Intern and student at Aurora University where she is 

completing her senior year. She is majoring in History, focusing on WWII and the 

Holocaust. She is also pursuing a minor in Museum Studies. Her dream job would 

be to work as a Museum Educator at the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum developing educational and community outreach programs.  

 

 

 

  
Josh Steddom is a sophomore at Wheaton College from Kansas City, KS. He is 

majoring in International Relations and minoring in Spanish. At Wheaton, he plays 

trumpet in the Symphonic Band, works as a TA, and participates in College 

Republicans. Josh has traveled to Europe and South America in an eight-week 

immersion program through Wheaton College’s Hastert Center which uniquely 

blends the cultural, political, economic and business aspects of Latin America. 

This trip will provide his first opportunity to travel to Israel. 



 

 

William Grover is a new intern with the RAIC Program. As a non-Jewish student, 

he is playing a role to educate students at Western Illinois University about the 

great nation of Israel.  William plans to graduate from WIU with a degree in 

Political Science as well as commission as a Second Lieutenant of the US Army 

through the ROTC program.  He is looking forward to traveling to Israel this 

upcoming winter for the chance to witness the environment that the Israeli people 

live in every day as well as learn more of the history and culture so that he can 

better perform as an intern for RAIC.  

 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Jones is a junior at Benedictine University pursuing a bachelor's degree 

in Communication Arts, with a minor in Spanish. Journalism is her passion and 

this is her second year as editor in chief of the university's newspaper, The 

Candor. Samantha is also a Resident Assistant and news intern at CBS 2 Chicago. 

Her dream job is to work as a television news reporter, which will allow her to 

combine her flair for writing with her love of public speaking. Samantha is a hard 

working student who has been on the Dean's List every semester since beginning 

college and also recently received an award from the Illinois College Press 

Association for First Place News Story. Samantha is from Clarendon Hills. 

 

 

Jesse Escarpita is a student at North Park University completing a double major in 

Political Science and History. Born and raised on the north side of Chicago, Jesse 

attended a public grammar school and the oldest Catholic high school in Chicago, 

St. Patrick High School. Drawn to politics at an early age, Jesse decided to major in 

Political Science later adding History as a second major. Due to personal and 

political views, Jesse is a strong supporter of the state of Israel and is excited about 

his involvement with RAIC and believes that the upcoming trip to Israel will 

further cement his support for Israel. 

 

 

 

Lucas Werner studies Law Enforcement and Justice Administration at Western 

Illinois University. He is pursuing minors in International Relations and Military 

Science. He is heavily involved with the St. Francis Assisi Catholic Newman 

Center at WIU. He intends to commission as an active duty Lieutenant in the 

Armor Corps or the Medical Corps. He also looks forward to being involved with 

RAIC next year at WIU. This will be his first time to Israel, and in his words 

“quite possibly be the BEST Winter Break trip he will ever take”. 

 

 

 

 

Lexy McKay is currently a senior, biology major at Wheaton College. 

Lexy is a student who believes in supporting Israel and works with 

organizations like RAIC to bring in speakers onto Wheaton's campus.  She 

is also a RAIC Intern this year and the President of the Pro-Israel club on 

her campus. Through working with RAIC she has learned to become an 

informed and effective advocate for Israel.   


