
Featured Speakers for JUF/JF Government Affairs Committee DC Fly-In: 

Jarrod Bernstein, Matt Brooks, Miri Cypers, William Daroff, Dave Feinman, Robert 

Goldberg, Tim Gronniger, David Harris, David Lara, Lynn Rosenthal, Lynn Sweet, 

Jonathan Westin, and Steven Woolf 

 

Jarrod Bernstein 

Director of Jewish Outreach, White House Office of Public Engagement 

 

Jarrod Neal Bernstein was appointed Director of Jewish Outreach in October of 2011. 

From April of 2009 to September of 2011 Jarrod served first as the Local Affairs and 

then as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Intergovernmental Affairs for United 

States Department of Homeland Security. At DHS he worked to coordinate the 

Departments' outreach to Mayors and Governors across the country as well as working to 

ensure that priorities of state and local governments were reflected in the operations and 

policies of the Department. During his tenure at DHS Bernstein worked extensively on 

the response to the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, the earthquake in Haiti, as well as 

the dissemination of intelligence information to state and local governments during 

periods of increased threat. 

 

Prior to his service at DHS, he served as Deputy Commissioner of Community Affairs in 

the office of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. There he was responsible for 

community crisis management and outreach around mayoral programs. These outreach 

efforts involved working with diverse communities across the Five Boroughs of New 

York City to ensure community engagement in the policy process. 

 

From 2002 to 2007 he was the chief spokesman with the New York City Office of 

Emergency Management where he managed the citywide public information efforts 

around dozens of large scale emergencies. He was also responsible for writing New 

York's Emergency Public Information Plan, still in use today. 

 

Bernstein holds a BA in Political Science from Johns Hopkins and a JD from Fordham 

University School of Law. 

 

Matt Brooks 

Executive Director, Republican Jewish Coalition 

 

Matthew Brooks serves as Executive Director of both the Republican Jewish Coalition, 

an organization dedicated to enhancing ties between the Jewish community and the 

Republican Party, and the Jewish Policy Center, a think-tank that examines public policy 

from a Jewish perspective. 

 

Matt began his political career as State Chairman of the Massachusetts College 

Republicans while still an undergraduate at Brandeis University in Waltham, MA.  Matt 

managed the Jack Kemp for President campaign in Massachusetts, as well as directed 

projects in New Hampshire and New England.  Matt became the Political Director of the 

Republican Jewish Coalition in 1988.  Taking a leave of absence from the RJC, Matt 



served as the National Field Director for Victory ‘88 Jewish Campaign Committee, 

designing and implementing campaign strategy on behalf of the Bush-Quayle ‘88 

campaign.  Matt was appointed Executive Director of the RJC in 1990. 

 

In addition to his duties leading the RJC, Matt also serves as the organization’s principal 

spokesman.  In this role Matt has been a frequent guest on CNN, Fox News, MSNBC and 

has been quoted extensively in publications such as the New York Times, Washington 

Post, Wall Street Journal and other major newspapers.  Matt was twice selected by The 

Forward newspaper as one of the 50 most influential Jews in America. 

 

Matt has a B.A. in Political Science from Brandeis University.  He received an MBA 

from Georgetown University in March 1996. 

 

Matt resides in Virginia with his wife, Deborah, and their two children. 

 

Miri Cypers 

Senior Policy & Advocacy Specialist, Jewish Women International 

 

Miri Cypers is the Senior Policy and Advocacy Specialist at Jewish Women International 

(JWI), where she focuses on issues including ending violence against women 

domestically and internationally, women’s health care and reproductive choice. Prior to 

joining JWI, Miri served as a Legislative Assistant for Congressman Steve Israel (D-NY), 

where she focused on judiciary issues, women’s policy, and appropriations. Miri 

graduated cum laude from Barnard College where she majored in Asian and Middle 

Eastern Cultures and minored in Political Science.  

 

 

 

 

William Daroff 

Vice President for Public Policy & Director of the Washington Office, Jewish 

Federations of North America 

 

William Daroff was named by the Forward Newspaper as being among the fifty most 

influential Jews in America. As the Vice President for Public Policy and Director of the 

Washington Office of The Jewish Federations of North America, he is a leading advocate 

for the American Jewish community’s agenda in the nation’s capitol. As the chief 

lobbyist and principle spokesperson on public policy and international affairs for the 157 

Jewish Federations and more than 300 independent communities represented by JFNA, 

Daroff ensures that the voice of Jewish Federations is a prominent force on Capitol Hill 

and in the Executive Branch.  

 

Daroff guides the Jewish community’s advocacy efforts on the Federation movement’s 

key domestic policy issues, principally on health and human services, such as Medicare 

and Medicaid, long-term care, and policies affecting older Americans, as well as 

homeland security programs and strengthening the capacity of the not-for-profit sector.  



In addition to his focus on domestic policy, Daroff is a key player in foreign policy 

circles – advising policy-makers and elected officials on Jewish communal concerns, 

principally those related to the US-Israel relationship, the Middle East conflict, 

vulnerable Jewish communities across the world, and the fight to combat states that 

promote terror. He is also a leader in the worldwide fight to combat the assault on Israel’s 

legitimacy, acting as a key steward of the Federation Movement’s $6 million “Israel 

Action Network” initiative, and serving on both the steering committee of the Prime 

Minister of Israel’s global task force and the Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Organization’s working group. 

  

Daroff is also a social networking pioneer and evangelist. Daroff has twice been named 

by JTA as being among the top five most influential Jewish Twitterers in the world. In 

February 2012, the National Jewish Outreach Program also named him one of the top ten 

Jewish influencers in social media.  

 

Daroff received his Bachelor Degree (summa cum laude) in Political Science & History, 

Masters Degree in Political Science, and Juris Doctorate from Case Western Reserve 

University in Cleveland. He currently lives in suburban Washington, DC, with his wife, 

Heidi Krizer Daroff, and their two children. The couple met in Krakow, Poland, while 

studying at Jagiellonian University, from which they both received certificates in the 

history of Eastern European Jewry and the Holocaust.  

 

Dave Feinman 

Senior Legislative Associate, Jewish Federations of North America 

 

David Feinman has been Senior Legislative Associate for The Jewish Federations of 

North America since January 2010. In this capacity, Dave promotes the interests and 

concerns of 157 Jewish Federations and more than 300 independent communities to 

Members of Congress and the Obama Administration on a wide range of issues, 

including the rights and social service needs of the disability community, poverty and 

nutrition, immigration, Holocaust-related issues, the U.S.-Israel relationship and other 

relevant foreign policy issues of concern to the Jewish community, working to ensure that 

the voice of the Jewish Federations is a prominent force in policy decisions in our federal 

government. 

 

Before joining The Jewish Federations of North America, Dave served as Legislative 

Assistant for former Congressman Robert Wexler of Florida from January 2007 through 

January 2010. Dave advised him on a number of legislative issues, including budget and 

tax policy, the U.S.-Israel relationship and the Middle East Peace Process, anti-Semitism 

and Holocaust-related issues, consumer product safety, and transportation. Prior to this, 

he served as Staff Assistant for Congresswoman Shelley Berkley of Nevada from 

September- December 2006, and as an intern in Congressman Wexler’s office from June-

September 2006. 

 

Dave is an alum of the University of Florida, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in Political Science with a focus on International Relations, and of the University of 



Central Florida, where he earned a Master of Arts degree in Political Analysis and Public 

Policy. Dave’s Master’s thesis was titled: Divided Government and Congressional 

Foreign Policy: A Case Study of the Post-World War II Era in American Government. 

 

Robert Goldberg 

Senior Director of Legislative Affairs, Jewish Federations of North America 

 

Rob Goldberg has been a professional staff member of The Jewish Federations of North 

America’s (JFNA) legislative and public policy office since 2000.  His areas of 

responsibility include a range of health, aging, homeland security, social services, and 

appropriations issues before Congress and the Executive Branch; formulating strategies 

for JFNA’s overall legislative agenda; and providing technical assistance to state and 

local government affairs and program professionals affiliated with JFNA, on federal 

legislative and regulatory compliance matters.  He is a prolific researcher and technical 

writer. 

 

In this capacity, Rob has led efforts to secure hundreds of millions in federal 

appropriations and the establishment of legislative authority in support of the program 

and public policy priorities of JFNA and the Federation system. JFNA represents 157 

Jewish Federations and 400 “Network” communities, which raise and distribute more 

than $3 billion annually for social welfare, social services and educational needs. The 

Federation system, collectively, is among the top 10 charities on the continent, and 

supports thousands of social services agencies in hundreds of communities across North 

America and in 60 countries across the globe.  JFNA has been referred to as the “Jewish 

United Way,” by way of explanation.  Federations and their beneficiary agencies are non-

sectarian and serve the community at-large. 

 

Among his successes, Rob is responsible for securing $300 million in new allocations for 

the national Emergency Food and Shelter Program; for establishing and securing nearly 

$130 million for the Department of Homeland Security’s Nonprofit Security Grant 

Program; for establishing and securing $30 million for the Administration on Aging’s 

“NORCs” Supportive Services Program; for establishing and securing $15 million for the 

Older Americans Act’s Community Innovations for Aging in Place Program; and for 

securing $5 million to support a number of social services demonstration projects to treat 

mental health disorders, combat homelessness, enhance developmental disabilities 

services, and fund capital projects for construction and equipment acquisition for 

community centers and health services agencies. In addition to these achievements, Rob 

has earned fees for JFNA of nearly $750,000 for the provision of technical assistance in 

grant development and implementation between fiscal years 2002 and 2010.   

 

Prior to his employment with JFNA, Rob was the assistant legislative director for the 

American Jewish Committee; the chief clerk and legislative assistant to the then- U.S. 

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Terrorism, Technology and Government Information; 

the deputy policy director to then- Lieutenant Governor of Virginia, Donald S. Beyer, Jr., 

and a general practice attorney.  Rob received his law degree from Hofstra University 



School of Law in 1992, and his BA in Communications from the University of Colorado 

in 1987.  

 

Tim Gronniger 

Senior Adviser for Health Care Policy, White House Domestic Policy Council 

 

Tim Gronniger is a senior adviser for health care policy at the White House Domestic 

Policy Council. His portfolio includes Medicare and other elements of the Affordable 

Care Act. Before joining DPC he was a senior professional staff member for Ranking 

Member Henry Waxman at the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. There Tim 

led the staff’s drafting and policy development for Medicare and health budgeting issues 

in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Affordable Care Act. Before 

joining the Committee staff, Tim spent 4 1/2 years at the Congressional Budget Office, 

where he worked on Medicare Advantage, Medicare budgeting, and private health 

insurance. Tim holds Masters degrees in Public Policy and Health Services 

Administration from the University of Michigan (2004) and a B.A. in Biochemical 

Sciences from Harvard University (2000).  

 

David Harris 

President & CEO, National Jewish Democratic Council 

 

David A. Harris serves as the President and CEO of the National Jewish Democratic 

Council. In that capacity, David works closely with NJDC’s leadership and staff to 

provide strategic vision regarding all facets of the organization’s operations, from 

development and administration to politics and policy. David’s writing appears regularly 

in Politico, the Huffington Post, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency and elsewhere, and 

NJDC’s work has been highlighted frequently by major print media including The New 

York Times, Reuters, The Wall Street Journal, and Jewish and Israeli press. David has 

represented NJDC on MSNBC, the BBC, Israeli television and elsewhere. 

 

NJDC maximizes Jewish support for Democrats at the federal and state levels of 

government. NJDC also educates Democratic elected officials and candidates to increase 

support for Jewish domestic and foreign policy priorities. NJDC does this to promote 

both social justice in America and a secure, democratic Jewish State of Israel. 

 

David previously worked as NJDC's Deputy Executive Director for seven years, and as 

the Executive Director of the Israel on Campus Coalition for three years. David has also 

served as the Director of Governmental and Public Affairs for the American Jewish 

Congress and as the Washington Representative for the Israel Policy Forum; in 

Democratic politics, David was a congressional fellow for the late Senator Paul Simon 

(D-IL) and a congressional campaign manager in the 1992 campaign cycle. 

 

David received a B.A. in political science, Jewish studies and economics from 

Washington University in St. Louis. He has also completed the Legislative Studies 

Institute, a graduate program affiliated with Columbia University focusing on 

congressional procedure and policy making. 



 

David is a native of West Lafayette, Indiana, and now lives in Washington, DC with his 

wife, Megan. 

 

David Lara 

Senior Legislative Associate, Center on Budget & Policy Priorities 

David Lara joined the Center in November of 2009 as a Senior Legislative Associate.  

His work covers a range of domestic policy issues including health care, low-income 

housing, budget and tax policy, immigrant benefits, and the nexus of state and federal 

fiscal policy issues. 

Prior to joining the Center, David worked in the New York State Washington Office of 

the Governor where he served as Federal Budget Liaison and Associate Director for 

Federal Policy.  Before this position, he was a Governor Hugh L. Carey Fellow at the 

New York State Division of Budget and focused on Medicaid long-term care finance.  

Lara holds a B.S. in Materials Science and Engineering from the University of 

Washington and a M.P.Aff. from the LBJ School of Public Affairs at The University of 

Texas at Austin. 

Lynn Rosenthal 

White House Advisor on Violence Against Women, Office of the Vice President 

 

Lynn Rosenthal is the White House Advisor on Violence Against Women. From 2000-

2006, Ms. Rosenthal served as the Executive Director of the National Network to End 

Domestic Violence (NNEDV) where she represented 54 state and territorial coalitions 

whose collective membership included more than 2,000 local domestic violence 

programs. 

 

Ms. Rosenthal played a major advocacy role in the reauthorization of the Violence 

Against Women Act in 2000 and 2005 and has assisted states and local communities with 

implementation of this groundbreaking federal legislation. She partnered with The 

Allstate Foundation to develop a highly successful national initiative to promote 

economic empowerment for survivors of violence. 

 

Prior to her service at NNEDV, Lynn was director of the Florida Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence and on her return to Florida in 2006, Ms. Rosenthal developed the 

state’s first comprehensive plan to help survivors of violence find housing. She most 

recently served as the Executive Director of the New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence. 

 

Lynn Rosenthal has a bachelor’s degree in social work from Florida State University. 

 

Lynn Sweet 

Washington Bureau Chief, Chicago Sun-Times 



 

Lynn Sweet is the Washington Bureau Chief for the Chicago Sun-Times. She writes a 

column and a blog for the paper. She has covered politics and government from 

Chicago's street brawls to the White House.  Sweet is a regular guest on MSNBC 

programs and has appeared on CNN, FOX, NBC and CBS segments talking about 

politics. She is a former fellow at Harvard University's Institute of Politics at the 

Kennedy School of Government and led a study group on the 2004 presidential 

campaign. 

 

In 2006, Sweet traveled to Africa with Obama, including a visit to his father's native 

Kenya. As the violence between Israelis and Palestinians was deepening, in 2002 she was 

sent to the region to cover the conflict. In 1995, Sweet broke the story on the perks the 

Clinton White House offered major donors. In 1990 Sweet was one of the first journalists 

in the U.S. to analyze political ads for accuracy. 

 

Sweet, a Chicago native, holds a master's from Northwestern University's Medill School 

of Journalism. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of California 

at Berkeley after attending the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. In 2007 

Sweet was inducted into Medill's Hall of Achievement and the Chicago Journalism Hall 

of Fame. 

 

Jonathan Westin 

Director of Health Policy, Jewish Federations of North America  

 

Jonathan S. Westin is the Director of Health Policy with The Jewish Federations of North 

America, based in Washington, D.C.  JFNA is the umbrella organization of the 157 

Jewish Federations of North America.   

 

Jon’s areas of expertise are legislative strategy and advocacy related to health delivery, 

long-term care, and aging.  This includes key programs such as Medicaid and Medicare 

which fund nearly three-quarters of the care delivered by Jewish communal providers.  In 

addition, Jon concentrates on the intersection of private/public initiatives that will prepare 

the nation for the health needs of the Baby Boom generation, the first wave of which 

turned 65 in 2011.  

 

During his tenure with JFNA, Jon has focused on ensuring that vital funding streams are 

protected for Jewish aging facilities, hospitals, and other community-based providers.  

Jon has played an integral role in securing reimbursement rates for home health and 

skilled nursing services for those needing long-term care services.  In addition, he has 

worked tirelessly to ensure that the Medicaid program continues to adequately serve the 

most vulnerable regardless of age or disability. 

 

Jonathan is also active with several leading non-profits.  In 2010, Jon was nominated and 

approved for membership in the National Academy of Social Insurance, an organization 

comprised of the leading experts on social insurance.   

 



Jon received his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and his Master’s in Public 

Administration from American University in Washington.  Jon grew up in Boca Raton 

and, while in school, served as a Graduate Fellow for former Senator Bob Graham (D-

FL).   He currently lives in Potomac, Maryland with his wife Lizzie and their daughter 

Jessica.  

 

Steven Woolf 

Senior Tax Policy Counsel, Jewish Federations of North America  

 

Steven Woolf serves as Senior Tax Policy Counsel in the Washington office of the 

Jewish Federations of North America. In his position, Steven fulfills the role of chief 

advocate and lobbyist on legislative proposals, administrative regulations, and public 

policy issues before Congress and the Executive Branch regarding non-profit tax issues.  

Recently selected to serve on the panel of religious sector representatives of the 

Commission on Accountability and Policy for Religious Organizations, he works closely 

with endowment and planning giving colleagues at JFNA and throughout the over 150 

Jewish Federations throughout North America. Steven spent most of his career working 

in the National Tax Office of the Big Four accounting firm, PricewaterhouseCoopers and 

its predecessor Coopers & Lybrand.   Author of numerous articles that have appeared in 

tax journals and editor of several books on taxation including International Tax 

Summaries published by John Wiley, he also represented clients on tax legislative and 

regulatory issues before the Congress, the Treasury Department, and obtained numerous 

tax rulings from the Internal Revenue Service.  He received his B.S.F.S. from 

Georgetown University, his M.A. from Brown University, and his J.D. from the 

American University.  

 

 


