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Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago

TO: Families of B’nai Mitzvah Students
FROM: Mandy Weiss
Assistant Director, Israel Experience and Special Scholarship Programs

RE: The Gift of Israel Program

Mazel Tov on your child’s upcoming bar/bat mitzvah! Enclosed you will find information about
a wonderful opportunity, the Gift of Israel program.

The Gift of Israel program helps families make an Israel Experience part of their child’s Jewish
education. It enables students to save monetary gifts from their bar/bat mitzvah toward any of
the wide variety of approved youth trips to Israel during high school or college. The program
includes matching funds from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago: when a
minimum of $1,000 is deposited into your child’s account, Federation will add a one-time
matching gift of $180 toward an Israel Experience program.

The Gift of Israel program is great for families because many students plan to travel to Israel
during their teen or young adult years. Gift of Israel allows your child to anticipate a future trip
to Israel, offers an easy way to give an exceptional bar/bat mitzvah gift, and helps defray the
cost of an Israel Experience program. Plus, Gift of Israel savings can be combined with SKIP
(Send-a-Kid-to-Israel-Partnership) funds, JUF Bar/Bat Mitzvah Israel Experience Certificates,
Walk With Israel vouchers, and even Federation financial need-based and/or merit scholarships
to help fund your child’s Israel Experience.

We hope that your child will make an Israel Experience a highlight of his or her Jewish
education. We encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to participate in the Gift of
Israel program. Just complete and return the enclosed registration form to enroll. If you have
questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at (312/444-2895).
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HOW THE GIFT OF ISRAEL PROGRAM WORKS

. ENROLL! Parents enroll their child in the Gift of Israel program, making a commitment to con-

tinuing the participant’s Jewish education and enrichment through an Israel Experience during
high school or college.

. DEPOSIT! Parents let friends and relatives know about the celebrant’s participation in the Gift

of Israel program. Gifts can then be deposited into the participant’s Gift of Israel savings ac-
count.*

. WATCH YOUR FUNDS GROW! The participant’s Gift of Israel savings account remains open for

deposits until the time of the Israel Experience. Build savings over the years by depositing gifts
from birthdays, Chanukah'’s, graduations, job earnings, or just because! These funds, and any

interest accrued, are available for withdrawal on thirty days notice.

. GET A MATCHING GIFT! When deposits to the participant’s Gift of Israel savings account total

at least $1,000, Federation will add an additional $180 gift to the participant’s Gift of Israel
savings account. Federation’s gift is only usable toward participation in an approved Israel Ex-

perience and will be allocated at the time the participant goes to Israel.

. USE YOUR FUNDS TO GO TO ISRAEL! The participant’s Gift of Israel savings are available for

use toward participation in a wide variety of approved Israel Experience programs at any time
after freshman year in high school through age 23.

. YOUR MONEY IS ALWAYS YOURS! Participants may withdraw any funds deposited into their

Gift of Israel account and interest accrued by those funds at any time, on thirty days notice. If
funds are withdrawn from the account, the participant forfeits Federation’s matching gift.

Attention SKIP Families!!

If you are in SKIP (Send-a-Kid-to-Israel Partnership), the Gift of Israel can supplement your SKIP
savings! Combine your savings to help defray the cost of an Israel Experience.

Gift of Israel SKIP (7 years) Bar/Bat Mitzvah Certificate Total
$180 + $1,000 min. savings + approx. $2,000 + $120 = $3,300 or more!

For more information
please call the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago at

(312) 444-2895

*Please note that all Gift of Israel contributions are given to individuals and are NOT a donation to the Jewish Federation; as such they
are not considered charitable contributions to Federation. In the case of a full withdrawal, participants forfeit rights to Federation’s
matching funds.
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