





BAR/BAT
MITZVAH

INFORMING FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

Please choose one of the following ways to inform friends and relatives about the Gift of Israel.

1. Use the invitation insert cards provided by Federation.

A 4x5 card (see enclosed sample) can be included in the invitation to let quests know that
your child is participating in the Gift of Israel program. Circle A or B on the registration form.

. Our child plans to make an Israel
Experience program a special part of his/
her* Jewish education during high school
or college. He/She is participating in
Jewish Federation’s Gift of Israel program,
which will help him/her save for his/her
future Israel Experience.

Your presence at our celebration will be
the nicest gift of all. But if you would like
to give a gift in honor of our child’s bar/bat
mitzvah, the Gift of Israel would be a very
meaningful gift for him/her. *Card A is
specific of gender. One version is available for a
bar mitzvah, another for a bat mitzvah.)

. Print your own invitation inserts.

B. Because | hope to make an Israel

Experience program a special part of my
Jewish education during high school or
college, | am participating in the Jewish
Federation's Gift of Israel program. This
will help me to save for my future Israel
Experience.

Your presence at my celebration will be
the nicest gift of all, but if you would like
to give a gift in honor of my bar/bat
mitzvah, the Gift of Israel would be a very
meaningful gift for me.

Please feel free to be as creative as you like. However, please use the reverse side of the
sample as suggested wording so that we have the necessary information for each gift. You
must include the following so that gift-givers understand that this is a gift and not a tax-

deductible contribution: “PLEASE NOTE: Gifts of Israel are given to individuals and are NOT a
donation to Federation. As such they are NOT considered charitable contributions to

Federation.”

. Tell your guests.

If you choose not to use the invitation inserts, spread the word about the Gift of Israel
whenever anyone asks what your child would like as a bar/bat mitzvah gift.



GIFT OF ISRAEL
COMMON QUESTIONS AND HELPFUL ANSWERS

Do we have to contribute money in order for our child to participate in The Gift of Israel program?
The program is a savings plan comprised of monetary gifts received by the child in celebration of the bar/bat
mitzvah or any other occasion. Families may choose to add to their child's fund, but otherwise patrticipation in
the program does not require any monetary contribution from the family.

What are the guidelines regarding depositing & withdrawing money from the The Gift of Israel account?
Not only may you deposit funds into this account at any time between enrollment in the program and when your
child goes to Israel, but all gifts/funds deposited into your child’s account and interest accrued by those funds
are available for withdrawal at any time, on thirty days notice.

How does The Gift of Israel differ from the SKIP program (Send-A-Kid-To-Israel-Partnership)?

The philosophy is the same, but the programs are not. SKIP involves annual contributions of matching funds
from three partners: the family, the congregation and the Chicago Jewish Federation. SKIP registration takes
place only through a participating congregation when the child is in grades 3-6, with annual contributions made
through 9th grade. Unlike SKIP, The Gift of Israel does not require contributions from parents or congregations
but is a savings plan comprised of monetary gifts received in celebration of the bar/bat mitzvah or any other
occasion.

If my child is already enrolled in SKIP, are we still eligible to participate in The Gift of Israel?
Absolutely. Infact, itis ideal to participate in both programs. The Gift of Israel is perfect for those in SKIP who
want to save additional funds and use the accumulated sum for an Israel Experience. Think of The Gift of Israel
as a way to increase SKIP savings and generate even more excitement about a future Israel Experience.

Won't friends and relatives see the invitation insert cards as asking for a gift?

The truth is that most people will give a gift, and many would like that gift to be especially important and fitting
for the occasion. Out-of-town friends or relatives and non-Jewish guests are often delighted that The Gift of
Israel makes it so easy for them to give such a meaningful and lasting gift.

If we decide not to use the invitation inserts, are there other ways to let friends and relatives know
about The Gift of Israel?

Of course. You may choose to notify guests individually about the Gift of Israel when they ask for gift
suggestions. In addition, your child's name will be included in The Gift of Israel listings in the JUF News and in
your congregation's monthly bulletin letting people know that s/he is eligible to receive The Gift of Israel. The
insert cards are really the most effective way to spread the word, though, because they guarantee that everyone
sharing in the celebration will know about your child's participation in The Gift of Israel program.

Can my child participate in The Gift of Israel program if he/she has already become a bar/bat mitzvah?
Although it is preferred that you enroll your child in the program prior to the date of the bar/bat mitzvah, you may
enroll your child in the within in six months of the bar/bat mitzvah. Regardless of whether your child is enrolled
before or after the bar/bat mitzvah, the registration process and the rules remain the same.

Does any of my child's money go to the Jewish Federation as a donation?

No. Gifts of Israel are deposited into a segregated fund. All gifts belong to your family and are NOT a donation
to Federation. As such they are not considered charitable contributions to Federation. Federation's matching
gift up to a total of $180 is added at the time your child uses his or her funds for an Israel Experience.





http://www.juf.org/israel_experience/gift.aspx




BAR/BAT
MITZVAH

Gift of Iarnael

REGISTRATION FORM

Please enroll

in the Gift of Israel program.

(Please Print—Last Name, First Name)

My child will become a Mitzvah at
(Bar or Bat)

Child’s Date of Birth / /

Public/Day school

on / /

(Congregation)
SKIP participant? (circle one) YES NO

Current Grade

Parent(s)’ Name(s)

Address Phone ( )
City State ZIP
Congregation Address Phone ( )
City State ZIP

I have read “Gift of Israel Rules of Participation” and agree to participate in the Gift of
Israel Program accordingly.

(Parent Signature) (Date)

INVITATION INSERT CARDS

Yes, we would like to include insert cards in the invitations so that friends and family know that our
child is enrolled in the Gift of Israel program.

Please send

copies of insert A
(Number)

B (Circle one) by / /

Mailing Address (if different from above):

Gift of Israel

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
30 S. Wells St., room #5031

Chicago, IL 60606

Please note: Gifts of Israel are given to individuals and are NOT a donation to Federation. As such they are not considered charitable
contributions to Federation.

Please return this form to:





http://www.juf.org/



