
 

 

 

 

 

 
February 26, 2015 

 

His Grace Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos 

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago 

40 E. Burton Place 

Chicago, IL 60610 

 

 

Dear Bishop Demetrios, 

 

We awoke this morning to the painful and sad news that the Greek Orthodox seminary in Jerusalem was 

vandalized. We can assure you, based on past unfortunate experience, and on conversation this morning with our 

colleagues at the Embassy of Israel in Washington, that the Israeli security services and the police will do 

everything in their power to identify, apprehend, and bring to justice these scoundrels. This touches us deeply as 

members of a faith community whose sacred spaces have been violated for centuries. Thus, there is an extra 

measure of concern in our response. 

 

We were heartened to learn that Reuven Rivlin, President of Israel, spoke by phone today with Patriarch 

Theophilos III of Jerusalem. He expressed to him his “sadness and shock,” and that it was “inconceivable that an 

act like this could happen in a house of prayer, this is a heinous crime, there must be an investigation and those 

responsible must be brought to justice.” President Rivlin went on to say that the perpetrators of the attack “not 

only threaten to set fire to places of worship holy to all of us, but ignite the regional powder keg upon which we 

all sit.” President Rivlin added, “The protection and conservation of the holy sites, both those holy for us and 

those holy for others, is our obligation as a state and as a society, and we cannot allow such attacks to sabotage 

the common fabric of our lives here. We all have a responsibility to put an end to these terrible acts.” Nir Barkat, 

Mayor of Jerusalem, added his voice to that of the President’s. “There is no room for such deplorable activity in 

Jerusalem. We must eradicate this behavior and bring those responsible to justice.”  

 

Please convey these sentiments on behalf of the Jewish community to the members of the Greek Orthodox 

Metropolis of Chicago.  

 

With every good wish, 

 

Rabbi Michael Balinsky 

Executive Vice President, Chicago Board of Rabbis 

 

Rabbi Yehiel Poupko 

Rabbinic Scholar, Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago 

 

Emily Sweet 

Executive Director, Jewish Community Relations Council  

 

cc: Roey Gilad, Consul General of Israel to the Midwest 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL  
OF THE JEWISH UNITED FUND OF METROPOLITAN CHICAGO 


