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Starting a Grandparent-Grandchild Book Club 
 
A great activity to do with your older grandchildren is to start a book club. No matter where 
your grandchildren live, you can read the same book and have discussions in person, by phone, 
Skype, or even by mail. Many books contain discussion guides, or it is a great opportunity to ask 
your grandchild, “What did you think about this book? Did you have any questions?” 
 
Following is a list of books with universal themes that will spark wonderful discussions with 
grandchildren in high school and college. They were selected by a college student who has a 
book club with HIS grandmother. The title links and descriptions are from Amazon.com. 
 
 

1. People of the Book-Geraldine Brooks (Jewish Fiction) 
This ambitious, electrifying work traces the harrowing journey of the famed Sarajevo 
Haggadah, a beautifully illuminated Hebrew manuscript created in fifteenth-century S 
pain. When it falls to Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, to conserve this 
priceless work, the series of tiny artifacts she discovers in its ancient binding-an insect 
wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair-only begin to unlock its deep 
mysteries and unexpectedly plunges Hanna into the intrigues of fine art forgers and 
ultra-nationalist fanatics. 
 

2. The Kite Runner-Khaled Hosseini (Fiction) 
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy 
and the son of his father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a 
country that is in the process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the 
price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of 
fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 
 

3. Night-Elie Wiesel (Non-Fiction, Holocaust) 
Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant 
autobiographical account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. 
 

4. The Book Thief-Markus Zusak (Fiction, Holocaust) 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, 
and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, 
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters 
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, 
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids 
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

  

http://www.amazon.com/People-Book-Novel-Geraldine-Brooks/dp/0143115006/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1403800856&sr=8-1&keywords=people+of+the+book
http://www.amazon.com/Kite-Runner-Khaled-Hosseini/dp/159463193X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403800890&sr=1-1&keywords=kite+runner
http://www.amazon.com/Night-Elie-Wiesel/dp/0374500010/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403800913&sr=1-1&keywords=night
http://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403800951&sr=1-1&keywords=the+book+thief
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5. Tuesdays With Morrie-Mitch Albom (Non-Fiction, Life) 

This true story about the love between a spiritual mentor and his pupil has soared to the 
bestseller list for many reasons. For starters: it reminds us of the affection and gratitude 
that many of us still feel for the significant mentors of our past. It also plays out a 
fantasy many of us have entertained: what would it be like to look those people up 
again, tell them how much they meant to us, maybe even resume the mentorship? Plus, 
we meet Morrie Schwartz--a one of a kind professor, whom the author describes as 
looking like a cross between a biblical prophet and Christmas elf. And finally we are 
privy to intimate moments of Morrie's final days as he lies dying from a terminal illness. 
Even on his deathbed, this twinkling-eyed mensch manages to teach us all about living 
robustly and fully. 
 

6. Life of Pi-Yann Martel (Fiction, Adventure) 
Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Pi is a magical reading experience, 
an endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith. 
The precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in Pondicherry, India, 
where he tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts 
fleas." Planning a move to Canada, his father packs up the family and their menagerie 
and they hitch a ride on an enormous freighter. After a harrowing shipwreck, Pi finds 
himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean, trapped on a 26-foot lifeboat with a wounded zebra, 
a spotted hyena, a seasick orangutan, and a 450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard 
Parker. 
 

7. The Diary of a Young Girl-Anne Frank (Non-Fiction, Holocaust) 
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's 
remarkable diary has since become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors 
of war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with Nazis occupying 
Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam 
and went into hiding. For the next two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to 
the Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in the "Secret Annex" of an old 
office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the 
constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of 
discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her 
experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and amusing, her account 
offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling self-
portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Tuesdays-Morrie-Young-Greatest-Lesson/dp/076790592X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403800982&sr=1-1&keywords=tuesdays+with+morrie
http://www.amazon.com/Life-Pi-Yann-Martel/dp/0156027321/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403801004&sr=1-1&keywords=life+of+pi
http://www.amazon.com/Anne-Frank-Diary-Young-Girl/dp/0553296981/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403801033&sr=1-1&keywords=diary+of+a+young+girl

