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The South Suburban
Jewish Community Newsletter 

CELEBRATING A TAPESTRY OF JEWISH LIFE

As it commemorates the 65th anniversary
of its founding, B'nai Yehuda Beth Sholom
(BYBS) is celebrating significant milestones by

viewing the congregation as a tapestry of Jewish life and
highlighting the richness and depth of contributions made to BYBS
and the community.

In February, Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus will formally be elected and installed
as president of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, and this
year will mark the 30th anniversary of her ordination. 

A speaker series, which began last fall, will continue with prominent
speakers from the Jewish and non-Jewish world. 

The congregation plans to bring in people from outside, as well as

recognize the contributions of its own members of all ages and
backgrounds.  The culmination of the year-long emphasis on BYBS
leadership, culture, music, education, and history will be a “Tapestry
Weekend,” with a special Friday night service on May 29, Shabbat
morning oneg on May 30, and a gala event on May 31 at Idlewild
Country Club. 

Between now and May, the congregation looks forward to two of its
favorite annual events: the religious school's  Havdalah service,
spaghetti dinner and dessert auction for  tzedakah on Jan. 10, and
Purim Spiel-turned-dinner-theater on March 8.  

For more information on BYBS, contact the synagogue office at (708)
799-4110.

HADASSAH PROGRAMS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Zahava-Deborah Hadassah will kick off the 2009
program year Tuesday, Feb. 17, with its always-
popular Annual Chinese Auction. Each participant
is asked to bring a wrapped gift with a minimum
value of $10 for the auction.  

Thursday, Feb. 26, is the date set for our next program, a deli bag sale.

In the Steps of Jane Austen, a slide presentation based on Ronnie Joe
Sokol’s hikes in England, according to Anne Marie Edwards’ book of
the same name, will be held Tuesday, March 24, at the Glenwood
Oaks Restaurant.

Zahava-Deborah’s annual fashion show is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 28.  Donated restaurant meals, merchandise and personal
services will be raffled at the event.

Proceeds from all programs and fund-raising activities (such as
directory ads and lox boxes, deli bags and Hadassah greeting card
sales) help the Hadassah Medical Organization continue its cutting-
edge research on stem cell applications, heart disease, cancer,
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s diseases, and other
serious medical problems. 

For more information, please contact Bea Kamen at (708) 799-5491.
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The great Jewish thinker and poet Yehuda Halevi once said that to
be a Jew is to be a “prisoner of hope.”  We are a people whose
anthem is Hatikvah, which means “the hope.”  The late Rabbi Sidney
Greenberg warned us not to accept the verdict emanating from
some quarters that there is no future for Judaism in America, that it
will undergo a slow and inevitable dissolution, that ignorance of
Judaism and assimilation will continue to grow until it proves fatal.
If we accept that prognosis, we need as well to throw in the tallit to
announce to the world that the 3500-year-old drama has come to
an end.  We must look at these dire predications with the perspective
of the ages.  There never was a time when there were not
prognosticators proclaiming an imminent demise of the Jewish way
of life.  Historian Simon Rawidowics, in an essay that was right on
the mark, called us “ever dying people.”  He stated that each
generation of scholars believed they would be the last in the great
chain.  They simply could not foresee the new energy and creativity

that would emerge out of the most unlikely of situations.  And a
people that is always concerned about being the “ever dying people”
reaches down deep to discover new sources of hope and vitality, and
turns out to be the people that continues to adapt and to live.

Obviously, hope is not a distinctively Jewish trait.  Hope is shared by
all people who dare to dream of what could be.  It was 45 years ago
that Martin Luther King gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.
Today, poverty among black Americans is still twice the national
average.  In some ways change has come slowly, if at all.  But in
another sense, it came sooner than we and King imagined.
President-elect Barak Obama at his victory celebration said “Change
has come to America.  If there is anyone out there who still doubts
that America is the place where all things are possible, who still
wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time, who still
questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.”

The Rabbi’s 

Corner

Approximately $500,000 in scholarship funds
will be available from the Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Chicago for Jewish college and
graduate students in need of financial assistance

for the 2009-2010 academic year.  Eligibility requirements include:

• full-time graduate enrollment primarily in a “helping profession”
academic program, or 

• vocational or undergraduate training in helping sectors requiring
no graduate education for employment, or 

• studies in the arts or sciences, or 
• communications at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, or 
• law.

Applicants must be legally domiciled in the Chicago metropolitan
area or, in some cases, Cook County or Northwest Indiana.  Jewish
Vocational Service administers the scholarship program and
personally interviews all applicants before April 20.  To apply, go to
www.jvschicago.org and click on Scholarship Services.  

For additional information or questions, call the JVS Scholarship
Secretary at (312) 673-3457 or e-mail: jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org. 
The application deadline is Feb. 15, 2009.

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

TOV MTV. It’s not a music video network. It’s JUF’s
way of connecting teens with a world of ways to

help others and get up-close-and-personal with issues, problems and
people they might never experience – all while meeting other teens
from all over the Chicago area who are doing it, too. Each month,
participants get a hands-on introduction to exciting volunteer
opportunities that help the environment, cheer the elderly, fight
hunger and poverty, and assist people with disabilities. Special TOV
MTV programs also can be coordinated for youth groups.
TOV MTV allows teens to: 
• Take part in fun, unique community service experiences 
• Meet other teens from around Chicagoland 

• Earn volunteer hours for school 
• Interact with their community to make a difference 
For more information, or to register for a TOV MTV Program, please
contact Brett Klugman, JUF’s Program Coordinator/Teen Volunteer
Initiatives, at (312) 357-4928 or BrettKlugman@juf.org.  
Upcoming TOV MTV Projects:
Monday, Feb. 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m.: JUF Uptown Café
Sunday, March 1, 10:30 a.m.-Noon: The ARK Food Pantry
Sunday, April 26: J-Serve, the annual day of Jewish Youth Service –
time to be determined, as several projects will be taking place
throughout the day

TOV MTV – MONTHLY TEEN VOLUNTEERING

BY RABBI SHALOM PODWOL
CONGREGATION AM ECHAD 
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There may be snow on the ground, but at the
Anita M. Stone JCC, registration for summer

day camp is under way!  

The JCC is pleased to welcome its new day camp director, Joshua
Kramer.  Josh holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from
Sonoma State University and brings to JCC of Chicago a rich JCC
background.  In his most recent position, as Site Director for the
Oakland, Cal., branch of the JCC of the East Bay, Josh provided
oversight for the After School and Summer Day Camp programs.
Besides having served as ASR (After School Recreation) and Camp
Director, Josh has developed teen leadership and social action
programs, facilitated an Ethics in Action class for high school students,
and served as the Youth Director for High Holiday programming at his
Temple.  Josh’s programs in Oakland have been recognized as Best in
the Bay by J Magazine several years running (ASR - 2005-2008 and
Day Camp 2007, with 2nd place in 2006 and 2008).  JCC of Chicago is
thrilled to welcome his expertise and passion.

This past year, JCC of Chicago, in partnership with the Jewish
Outreach Institute, has created the first Mothers Circle program in

Illinois.  Meeting at the Anita Stone JCC, Mothers Circle is a program
of support and education for women who were not born or raised
Jewish, but are raising Jewish children.  The first group, which
recently completed a first-year course, is expected to continue the
second-year curriculum.

A second Mothers Circle, in partnership with West Suburban Temple
Har Zion in River Forest, has just begun to meet. 

JCC of Chicago, the Jewish Outreach Institute and Ezra-Habonim,
the Niles Township Jewish Congregation, have formed a partnership
to bring The Grandparents Circle to the Chicago area. The
Grandparents Circle is a comprehensive program offering
grandparents the skills and techniques to nurture, and in some cases
help establish, their interfaith grandchildrens’ Jewish identities.

Movie Mondays feature Jewish-themed movies accompanied by
discussion facilitated by Suzanne Patterson.  Films are shown at 1
p.m. and 7 p.m. twice a month.

For more information on Stone JCC programs, call (708) 799-7650.

NEWS FROM THE JCC

On Thursday, March 19, the National
Council of Jewish Women (NCJW)
South Cook Section will host a special

evening with Professor Moshe Eizenberg, the Technion's outgoing
executive vice president of Research, who will present “The Technion:
Shaping Israel’s Past, Present & Future.” 

The Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, known as "Israel's MIT,"
is central to Israel's technology-based economy.  Professor Eizenberg
will talk about the research and discoveries taking place at the
Technion, and discuss the Technion as an institution and its impact
on Israel and the world.  

Israeli food will be served at a private home in Flossmoor at 6:30 p.m.
NCJW members and guests are welcome.  Please reserve your place
by sending a check (payable to NCJW) for $5 or more by March 12
to: NCJW, P.O. Box 982, Homewood, IL 60430.   Donations collected
will be used to support NCJW's Yad b’Yad project in Israel.  

Please join NCJW for an exceptional opportunity to learn about an
institution that is the pride of Israel.  For more information, contact
Tova Meron, Israel Affairs Chair, at tova_meron@sbcglobal.net. 

NCJW ISRAELI AFFAIRS PROGRAM PRESENTS
THE TECHNION: SHAPING ISRAEL’S PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
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EyLI teyn li et hashalVAH
God, grant me the serenity

l’kaBEYL et had’vaRIM she’EYN b’YAcholti l’shanoTAM
to accept the things I cannot change

OHmetz l’shaNOT et had’vaRIM aSHER b’yacholTI
courage to change the things I can

ut’vuNAH l’havCHEEN baynayHEM
and wisdom to know the difference.

Did you know that the Serenity Prayer from Alcoholics Anonymous
and other 12-Step programs is also said in Hebrew, at local 12-Step
Torah meetings.  This reflects the growing community of Jews who
are in Recovery from an addiction and their family members.  It also
demonstrates the importance of spirituality in Recovery.

"Addiction can be viewed as a disease of isolation, becoming
disconnected to life.  Addiction recovery and spirituality can be
viewed as the process of becoming connected."  (Bill Urell, 7 Tips for
Spiritually Making a Connection).   

How do we help Jews in Recovery re-connect to Judaism?

Since 2005, Jewish Healing Network of Chicago (JHNC), through its
Chemical Dependency program, has hosted and coordinated
programs for the Recovery community, creating a community of
Jews in Recovery.  This includes Spirituality Day, which in September
2008, in the pouring rain (this was the weekend of all the floods)
attracted 50 people who studied, shared, prayed and connected in
order to strengthen their Recovery and prepare for the High Holy
Days.  This year, JHNC also is hosting a Spirituality Day in
preparation for Passover.  Mark your calendars for the afternoon of
March 15 (location TBD).  

In addition, JHNC maintains a list of 12-step groups that meet in
synagogues around the Chicago area.  If you or someone you care
about is in Recovery from an addiction, or is using drugs, alcohol or
other things in a way that worries you, call Chemical Dependency
Specialist Marcy Cohn at (847) 568-5227 to explore your concerns
or find out about Recovery resources in the community.

Jewish Healing Network of Chicago is administered by Jewish Child
and Family Services in collaboration with CJE SeniorLife, the
Chicago Board of Rabbis and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago. The program is made possible through the generous
support of Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federation.

SPIRITUALITY DAY

Before their summer ended last August,
Camp TOV campers got a chance to give
back to the community.  In just one week,
they cleaned up a beach, led sing-a-longs
with the elderly, packed pasta for people in

need, and learned about pet adoption at an animal shelter.

JUF’s Camp TOV is a week-long service-oriented, interactive day
camp for Jewish teens entering grades 7 through 10. Each day brings
a new volunteer project and service-learning experience, focused on
topics ranging from poverty and environmental concerns to caring
for the elderly and learning leadership skills.

In the two sessions held in August, nearly 60 teens from across the
Chicago area came together to devote themselves to community
service and volunteer work.  They were joined by five Israeli teens
from JUF/Federation’s Partnership 2000 region of Kiryat Gat-
Lachish-Shafir, who flew to Chicago to participate in Camp TOV and
stayed with host families while here.

Campers completed service projects at the Greater Chicago Food
Depository; Adopt-A-Beach at Moraine Beach in Highland Park
(organized through the Alliance for the Great Lakes); JUF’s CJE
SeniorLife Lieberman Geriatric Health Centre; and PAWS Chicago.
Each activity opened a new window into the lives of those less
fortunate, and afforded an opportunity for the teens to give back. At
each site, they learned about ways they could return and help
throughout the year.

Camp Tov is facilitated by Brett Klugman, Program Coordinator of
JUF/Federation Teen Volunteer Initiatives, and Michelle Lawner,
Senior Planner/Assistant to the Executive Vice President of
JUF/Federation’s Planning & Allocations department.  This past
summer, they were joined by two summer interns, Shoshana
Sprague and Ari Berkowicz.

In 2009, there will be two, one-week sessions to choose from: August
10th-14th or 17th-21st.  To learn more about Camp TOV 2009 and
other teen volunteering opportunities, call (312) 357-4928.

CAMP TOV PROVIDES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEENS
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The FBI recently released its national 2007 Hate
Crime Statistics Report, which shows a slim
decline in the number of reported hate crimes in
2007 – a total of 7,624, down from 7,722 in 2006.
Race-motivated crimes continue to be the most

common, accounting for more than half of all incidents, but
incidents targeting Jews continue to make up the vast majority of
religion-motivated crimes. 

The number of reported religion-motivated incidents dropped to
1,400, from 1,462 the year before. But Jews were targeted in 68
percent of those hate crimes, and the number of incidents targeting
Jews only decreased to 967 from 969.

Challenges
In 2007, 13,241 agencies reported hate crimes, a significant increase
from the 12,620 reporting in 2006. A large number of states and
localities either do not report hate crimes at all or can be reasonably
accused of underreporting them. For example, the entire state of
Mississippi reported zero hate crimes in 2007. In Illinois, there were
14 cities and one county that did not participate in hate-crimes
reporting efforts last year. 

Due to the absence of federal hate crimes legislation, many states
have different definitions of what constitutes a hate crime. While 45
states have some sort of statutes criminalizing various bias-
motivated crimes, only 32 of those cover sexual orientation.

In the current economic downturn, it is likely that the number of
hate crimes against immigrants and Jews will increase. The
scapegoating of Jews for the financial crisis and blaming of
immigrant and Latino populations for an increase in unemployment
has historically corresponded with significant increases of hate-
crime incidents against these populations. 

Legislative Solutions
The Jewish Federation’s Jewish Community Relations Council has a
long-standing policy supporting The Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, which gives the Justice Department the
power to investigate and prosecute bias-motivated violence
including, notably, sexual orientation and gender-identity. 

The bill passed the House in 2007, and was introduced in the Senate
as an amendment to another bill, but was ultimately dropped after
President Bush threatened to veto it. The incoming administration
has voiced its support for this important piece of legislation, and we
encourage our community to continue advocating strongly on its
behalf. 

For more information on hate crimes and advocacy opportunities,
please visit the JCRC Domestic Affairs Commission at
http://www.juf.org/jcrc/dac.aspx and the Government Affairs
Committee at http://www.juf.org/govt_affairs/default.aspx. The full
FBI 2007 Hate Crimes Statistics report is available at
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/hc2007/.

FBI RELEASES 2007 HATE CRIME STATISTICS REPORT 

Knowing one’s family health history provides an
understanding of individual risk of specific health
problems and what the individual can do to
reduce that risk.

It can be hard to remember and keep track of a whole family’s
medical history, and therefore it is a good idea to create what is
called “a family pedigree.” A pedigree is a special kind of family tree
that keeps track of the different medical issues encountered by the
individuals on that tree. It can highlight any diseases that might run
in any particular family. 

Each year, the Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Disorders and the
Community Foundation for Jewish Education collaborate on a
Thanksgiving Family History Project to educate families about the
importance of family health history. 

Why not become your family’s health genealogist and educate your
own family by working with siblings, children, and grandchildren to
create a pedigree. To learn how, or for other family health history
resources, visit the project on the Center’s website at
www.jewishgeneticscenter.org/resources/thanksgiving/ or contact
the Center at (312) 357-4718.

YOUR MEDICAL FAMILY TREE: 
USING GENEALOGY TO KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY

SHALOM CHICAGO
Are you, or someone you know, new to the Chicago area
or planning to move here? Shalom Chicago welcomes
newcomers to the Chicago Jewish community. Contact
Shalom Chicago to receive a Shalom Chicago packet,

including a copy of The Guide to Jewish Living in Chicago, the JUF
News, a free three-month JCC membership and other materials
on the Jewish community. Call (312) 357-4851, email
shalomchicago@juf.org, or go to www.juf.org and click on NEW
TO CHICAGO. We look forward to saying SHALOM.
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The Community Foundation for Jewish Education
of Metropolitan Chicago will host an exciting and
unique Jewish educational program in Charleston,
South Carolina, and Savannah, Georgia, exploring
the Jewish American South.

The American South has a rich Jewish history dating back to early
colonial times. Charleston’s Jewish community traces itself to the
late 17th Century, and the Georgia Jewish community was founded
within months of the establishment of the Georgia colony in 1733.
Southern Jews have played a prominent role in the history of the
South, participating in the political developments of American
independence, fighting in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, owning
plantations, and creating one of the wealthiest and most cultured
Jewish communities in the New World. 

Offered through the agency’s Dawn Schuman Institute for adult Jewish
learning, this extraordinary program will include guest lecturers who
will discuss the development of Jewish life and culture against the
backdrop of the American South, as well as other Jewish topics.

The program will include walking tours and sightseeing at important
Jewish historical and educational settings, such as:

• K.K. Beth Elohim – This Charleston synagogue was built in 1749 and

became the first Reform Jewish congregation in America in 1841.
• Middleton Place – This thriving restoration of a Charleston

plantation built in 1741 for the prominent and politically active
Middleton family boasts America’s first landscaped gardens.

• Mickve Israel – Built in 1820, this Savannah synagogue is home to
the Jewish congregation that arrived in Georgia in 1733 and is the
only remaining Gothic-style synagogue in America. 

• Drayton Hall – Drayton Hall is one of the only pre-Revolutionary
houses to survive intact until today, the only surviving plantation
on the Ashley River, and a major site of current archeological
research in the American South. 

• Fort Sumter – Fort Sumter is the site of the first shots of the Civil
War, fired in 1861 by Confederate artillery on the federal army.

• Telfair Academy and Owens-Thomas House – The Telfair family
home has been transformed into a widely-acclaimed art museum
and school, boasting special exhibits of period rooms from the
early 19th century. The Academy also features the preserved
Owens-Thomas House, a National Historic Landmark.

The program will take place March 22-26, 2009. Space is limited
and kosher dietary laws will be followed for all meals included in the
program. There will be several opportunities for participants to dine
in places of their own choosing. 
For more information, contact Marcia Seltzer Tobias at (847) 410-
3900 x14 or mstobias@cfje.org.

LEARNING ABOUT JEWISH LIFE IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH 

Temple Anshe Sholom (TAS) announces the annual Cantor’s Concert,
to be held at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 22, at the temple.  This year's
guest cantor is Cantor David Serkin-Poole, of Temple B'nai Torah in
Bellevue, WA.

Cantor Serkin-Poole will join Cantor David Reinwald and the TAS
adult choir for an afternoon filled with all types of music.  The
concert will help support the John E. Goldberg Camp Scholarship
Fund and the High School Havurah Israel Trip Fund.  For more
information on how to become a sponsor of the concert or to obtain
tickets, please contact the temple at (708) 748-6010.

TEMPLE ANSHE SHOLOM CANTOR’S CONCERT

Get off to the right start with
JUF Right Start. The Jewish
United Fund believes there’s a

world of learning, values, community and sheer joy awaiting your
child at Chicago-area Jewish preschool and day-care programs. To
help you discover it, JUF Right Start will pay $500 to $1,000 toward
the tuition of the first child in your family to enroll in a participating

program at least 3 days a week. And now, youngsters age 2 and up
are eligible. To learn more and to check out eligibility requirements,
call (312) 357-4513, or click over to the Website at
www.juf.org/rightstart. 

JUF Right Start. It’s the Jewish community’s gift to your family – and
to your child’s future.

JUF RIGHT START
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2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AT A GLANCE: FEBRUARY-MAY

February 

6 Temple Anshe Sholom Teacher Appreciation Shabbat, 7:30 p.m.
99 TTuu BB’’SShheevvaatt
13 Temple Anshe Sholom FunTAStic Dinner and Shabbat Activities, 6 p.m.
17 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Annual Chinese Auction, location and time TBA
26 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Deli Bag Sale

March

8 Temple Anshe Sholom Purim Carnival, 11:30 a.m.
B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Purim Spiel, 7 p.m.

99 EErreevv PPuurriimm,, FFaasstt ooff EEsstthheerr
1100 PPuurriimm
15 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Sisterhood Book Review, 1-3 p.m.

Temple Anshe Sholom Men’s Club Texas Hold’em Tournament, 1:30 p.m.
19 NCJW Israeli Affairs Program, private home, 6:30 p.m.
22 Temple Anshe Sholom Cantor’s Concert, 4 p.m.
31 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Luncheon, Glenwood Oaks Restaurant, 11:30 a.m.

B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Sisterhood Taste of Passover, 6:30 p.m.

April

88 EErreevv PPaassssoovveerr,, FFiirrsstt SSeeddeerr
99--1166 PPaassssoovveerr
15 Temple Anshe Sholom Matzah Brei Breakfast and Yizkor Service, 9 a.m.
18 NCJW at the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra (IPO), time TBA
20 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom Erev Yom HaShoah Service, 8 p.m.
2211 YYoomm HHaaSShhooaahh

JUF Women’s Board, Connections and Conversation, location TBA, 7 p.m.
24 Temple Anshe Sholom Deli Dinner and Shabbat Service with Mashuganotes, 6 p.m.
28 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Fashion Show, location and time TBA
2299 YYoomm HHaa’’AAttzzmmaauutt

May

3 Israel Solidarity Day/Walk with Israel
1122 LLaagg BBaa’’OOmmeerr
17 2009 South Suburban JUF Campaign Event, Temple Anshe Sholom, 6:45 p.m.
18 Chicago Center for Jewish Genetic Disorders Forum and Film, Stone JCC, 6:30 p.m.
2222 YYoomm YYeerruusshhaallaayyiimm
2255 MMeemmoorriiaall DDaayy
26 Zahava-Deborah Hadassah Closing Luncheon, location and time, TBA
2288 EErreevv SShhaavvuuoott
2299--3300 SShhaavvuuoott
31 B’nai Yehuda Beth Sholom 65th Year Celebration, Idlewild Country Club, time TBA   

For more information on the above events, call Alene Rutzky at 708-798-1884.



On behalf of a grateful community,
our heartfelt thanks to the members of

RAVISLOE COUNTRY CLUB
for 107 years of leadership, support, 

and community-building.

May you go from strength to strength.
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