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In 2005, Israel disengaged from the entire Gaza
strip, removing all civilian settlements and military
installations, and disengaged from four settlements in
the northern West Bank. This move was undertaken
after the Palestinian Authority pledged not to use the
area as a staging-ground for war with Israel, and that
it would remain faithful to the “roadmap for peace.”

The reason for pursuing this unilateral action was
given by Israeli Prime Minister Sharon, who claimed
that the existing political stalemate was harmful to
both Israelis and Palestinians. To change the dynamic,
Israel needed to initiate moves that were not
dependent on Palestinian cooperation in order to
achieve a better security, political, economic, and
demographic situation. 

The Israeli decision to disengage from Gaza is a
major achievement in the path towards a two-state
solution, and is a step forward in the Roadmap
peace plan. Shortly before the disengagement, Ariel
Sharon stated, “We are willing to proceed towards
its [Roadmap] implementation: two states – Israel
and a Palestinian state – living side by side in
tranquility, security, and peace.” He noted that an
essential condition of the Roadmap is its requirement
that terrorism must stop and the terrorist
organizations dismantled.

It is a testament to Israeli society that the operation
was carried out with mutual respect between the
soldiers and settlers, and was completed with little
violence. The plan to disengage also carried
significant risks for Israelis, but was undertaken with
the goal of progressing towards a peaceful two state
solution in mind. Disengagement was a unilateral act
of compromise with the Palestinians. 

Escalation of Attacks on Israel Post-Disengagement
Immediately following the disengagement from Gaza,
the Palestinians erupted in violence against Israel. In
the first three months following the disengagement,
Palestinians launched over 500 Qassam rockets from
Gaza onto Israeli towns and cities.

The election of Hamas, a terrorist organization
principally dedicated to the destruction of the Israeli
state, ushered in a new era of violence. While Israel,
by disengaging from Gaza, moved towards peace,
the Palestinian people chose moved away from it by
electing Hamas. Indeed, Hamas, as the leading
power of the Palestinian Authority, has both directly
and indirectly attacked Israel since the
disengagement. The Hamas-led Palestinian authority
publicly defended the suicide bombing in Tel Aviv that
took place on April 17, 2006. In June 2006, only
several months after the election, Hamas operatives
invaded Israel through Gaza and attacked an army
post, killing two Israeli soldiers and kidnapping one,
Corporal Gilad Shalit. To this today, his Palestinian
captors are still holding Cpl. Shalit.

Israel now lacks a serious partner in the roadmap for
peace. Hamas refuses to acknowledge the state of
Israel, renounce terrorist attacks, or abide by peace
agreements signed by previous Palestinian
governments. Only if these conditions are met will
Israel consider Hamas an earnest participant in the
peace process.

Israel concluding its disengagement from Gaza
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In 2006, Palestinians elected Hamas to govern the
Palestinian Authority. Officially designated as a
terrorist organization by the governments of the United
States and Israel, this occurrence came as a major
setback to the peace process. The fact that the
election of a terrorist organization, principally
opposed to any negations with the Israeli government,
occurred shortly after the unilateral withdrawal of
Israeli troops from Gaza was a disappointing
development. Hamas’s political victory is
disheartening because Israel expected their peaceful
overture to receive a response-in-kind. Instead, the
Palestinians chose to elect a terrorist organization
dedicated to violence against Israelis. Israeli
disengagement from Gaza was one step forward in
the peace process, while the election of Hamas was
two steps back.

History
Hamas has been responsible for hundreds of attacks
against Israeli civilians, soldiers, and Palestinians
accused of “collaboration” with Israel. Since 2000,
Hamas has murdered over 300 Israelis, and
wounded over 2,000. Through persistent religious
and political indoctrination, Hamas leaders recruit
young Palestinian youth for suicide and other attacks
against Israelis. A recent development in Hamas’s
recruitment strategy has been including attackers from
beyond the West Bank and Gaza, reaching as far as
Great Britain. 

While Hamas, as a designated terrorist organization,
is prohibited from receiving funding from the EU and
US, it continues to receive significant financial support
from various sources. Iran, which is a major supporter
of Hamas, recently pledged $250 million, while the
remainder of Hamas’s funding comes from various
Gulf States, Palestinian ex-pats, and Islamic “charities”
across the globe.

Election of Hamas and its Repercussions
The Palestinians’ choice to elect Hamas, which
refuses to negotiate with Israel on any grounds,
directly after Israel’s disengagement from Gaza was a

disheartening site for those interested in seeing a
peaceful resolution to the conflict. While the Israeli
disengagement from Gaza was one step forward
towards peace, Hamas’s rise to power should be
seen as two steps back. Israel’s 

Following the disengagement of Gaza, the
Palestinian people made a conscious decision not to
capitalize on the opportunity to form a sovereign
state. Instead, Palestinians chose to freely elect a
terrorist government that refuses to (1) recognize
Israel, (2) cease violence against Israelis, and (3)
abide by previous agreements with Israel. The
Palestinians refused to recognize the gravity of the
Israel’s gesture towards a peaceful solution, and used
the recently evacuated territories as staging-grounds
to launch attacks against Israel.

In June 2006, only several months after the election,
Hamas operatives invaded Israel through Gaza and
attacked an army post, killing two Israeli soldiers and
kidnapping one, Corporal Gilad Shalit. To this today,
Cpl. Shalit is still being held by his Palestinian
captors, who demand as ransom the release of all
female and minor (under the age of 18) Palestinian
prisoners, as well as 1,000 additional prisoners who
were convicted of terrorist actions against Israel.

Hamas, with its responsibility for ensuring the safety of
Palestinian citizens, must cease all attacks against
Israeli citizens and soldiers immediately. Israel cannot
live peacefully with a terrorist regime that refuses to
acknowledge Israel’s existence, rejects any offer of
negotiation, and both directly and indirectly supports
terrorist attacks against Israel. 
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Receiving a majority of support from Iran, and a
substantial amount of support from Syria, Hezbollah acts
essentially as an Iranian and Syrian proxy. Dedicated
on principle to the complete destruction of Israel, and to
killing Jews across the globe, this organization poses a
serious and existential threat to Israel, the United States,
and the Western world at large.

On July 12th, 2006, Hezbollah crossed the
internationally recognized border between Lebanon
and Israel. Invading sovereign Israeli territory, the
Iranian and Syrian-funded terrorist group killed eight
Israeli soldiers and kidnapped two others. This
aggression took place more than six years after Israeli
forces had fully withdrawn from Lebanese soil. A strong
response by the Israeli military was necessary to protect
Israeli citizens and deter a future attack by Israel’s foes.

Iranian and Syrian Connections
The vast majority of support (whether military,
financial, or intelligence) for Hezbollah comes from
Iran. Accordingly, Hezbollah essentially acts as an
informal Iranian proxy, receiving directives from the
Iranian government in its fight against Israel and the
west. Hezbollah explicitly acknowledges this fealty to
Iran, stating in its official platform. Syria, unlike Iran,
may not be an Islamist state. But its regime, led by
Bashar Assad, maintains a weak hold on power
because of its anti-Western sentiment. Its alliance with
Iran, and subsequent support for Hezbollah, gives the
Syrian public reason to keep Assad in power.

Recent Conflict
This past summer, the world witnessed Hezbollah
launch an unprovoked and brutal attack across an
internationally recognized border. Launching more
than 4,000 rockets during a 34-day period,
Hezbollah killed nearly 200 Israelis and wounded
nearly 2,000. 

For several primary reasons Israel was justified in its
military response. First, Israel had withdrawn from
Lebanon for several years prior to Hezbollah’s
invasion. Hezbollah could not use “self-defense” as
an excuse for invading sovereign Israeli territory:
occupation had ceased to exist long before
Hezbollah’s decision to attack. Israel’s purpose in
responding was defensive. Second, Hezbollah’s
attack was no mere tactical decision. It is part of a
strategy whose objective is the total destruction of
Israel as a sovereign nation. Israel’s response,
therefore, must be strong enough to deter future
aggression; a weak response would have only
encouraged Hezbollah to attack again in the future. 

Hezbollah’s Use of Civilian Shields
Hezbollah systematically engaged in the use of
“civilian shields” during the conflict. The terrorist
organization’s strategy in the war can be described
as such: hide missiles and other weaponry in civilian
homes, fire them at civilian targets from densely
populated areas, then use civilians as human shield to
deter an Israeli counter-attack. In the unfortunate even
that the Israeli response results in collateral damage,
Hezbollah gladly exploited these casualties as proof
of Israel’s “disregard for human life.” Yet, nothing
could be farther from the truth. It was Hezbollah’s
conscious decision to place the civilians of Lebanon
directly in harms way by hiding among civilians. 

Israeli Concern for Civilian Life
Israel, however, has gone to such lengths as to
provide advanced warning to Lebanese civilians of a
likely attack on specific Hezbollah targets. Israel has
done this with full knowledge that the extreme care it
takes to protect the Lebanese civilian population often
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comes at the cost of military advantages. Yet, Israel
abides by its military procedure that calls for the
minimization of civilian casualties. It deeply regrets the
loss of innocent lives, but the true guilt of these deaths
lies with Hezbollah, who intentionally places the
civilian population in harms way. The moral
responsibility lies with Hezbollah for knowingly firing
missiles from the Lebanese population’s midst, fully
aware that Israel will respond. 

UUNN SSeeccuurriittyy CCoouunncciill RReessoolluuttiioonn 11770011
In August, the U.N.S.C. passed a resolution
reaffirming previous resolutions that called for
Hezbollah’s disarmament and dismantlement, and the
return of kidnapped Israeli soldiers. The
implementation of this resolution is essential to both
Lebanon’s internal stability and Israel’s security.
Hezbollah, however, refuses to disarm and continues
to hold two Israeli soldiers captive, in blatant defiance
of the United Nations. In refusing to actively pursue
the disarmament of Hezbollah, the Lebanese
government has failed to meet its obligations under
Resolution 1701. Israel, however, has fully met its
obligations under the resolution, fully withdrawing
from Lebanon and lifting its blockade. 

Despite the resolution being officially accepted by
Lebanon, Hezbollah has continued to receive massive
amounts of funding and weaponry from both Iran and

Syria. UNIFIL, the United Nations force present in
Lebanon, has proven too weak to prevent the
infiltration of arms crossing over the Iranian and
Syrian borders into Lebanon. The Lebanese army has
proven itself unable and unwilling to stop this flow of
arms, as well. Without a strong international force,
Hezbollah will continue to destabilize Lebanon and
the larger Middle East, and pose a dire threat to
Israel’s security. 
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Hezbollah terrorists having taken up a position
among residential buildings. The terrorists are
dressed in civilian clothing so they can quickly
disappear among the population. (Israel Ministry
of Foreign Affairs)



ON: Iran

Israel 101 Series, No.12

Increased
radicalization and a
more aggressive
posture has turned
Iran into a serious
threat to Israel, the
US, and global
stability. Iran’s most
unsettling behavior is
its intention to acquire
nuclear weapons,
coupled with the
statements of President
Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad calling for the total destruction of
Israel. The Iranian government, which is a major
supporter of international terrorism, which actively
pursues the acquisition of military nuclear capability,
and which has repeatedly threatened Israel, the
United States, and Europe, must not be allowed to
acquire nuclear weapons.

Nuclear Aspirations
For nearly twenty years, Iran pursued a covert nuclear
weapons program, which was, and still is, in direct
violation of its obligations to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. The covert nature of its nuclear
program, and the abundance of evidence found
which proves Iran’s nuclear program is not peaceful in
nature, demonstrates a clear and present danger to
the world. 

While certainly a threat to Israel, a country who
President Ahmadinejad threatened to “wipe off the
map,” Iran’s danger to the U.S. and Europe is often
understated in the media. The escalating threats
Ahmadinejad, who considers himself a divine leader
charged with hastening the arrival of the messiah, also
target Europe and the United States: “We inform you
[Europe and the United States] that the nations are like
an ocean that is welling up, and if a storm beings, the
dimensions will not stay limited to Palestine, and you
may get hurt…This is an ultimatum.”

Support for International Terrorism
Iran, which is has been listed by the US as the
leading state sponsor of terrorism for more than twenty
years, manipulates international terrorist organizations
to serve its own national interests. Iran and its terrorist
proxies, which include Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic
Jihad, al-Aksa Martyrs Brigades, pose a serious threat
not only to the possibility of peace in Israel, but to
regional and global stability. A nuclear-armed Iran
would pose an even greater threat to Israel, the
United States, and its allies. A state that provides
direct support for terrorist organizations that have
repeatedly attacked the United States and Israel, and
which shelters known al-Qaeda operatives must not
be allowed to acquire nuclear weapons.  

Radicalization
The Iranian-hosted Holocaust denial forum is an
illustration of President Ahmadinejad’s intense hatred
of Israel and the Jewish people. This blatant display
of anti-Semitism, coupled with the Ahmadinejad’s
repeated statements to wipe Israel off the map, serves
as a reminder of the danger in allowing this regime to
continue to develop nuclear weapons. History has
repeatedly shown us that to dismiss the hate-filled
threats of rulers like President Ahmadinejad as “mere
rhetoric” is to guarantee disastrous consequences.
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Camp David
In 2000, U.S. President Bill Clinton, Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak, and Palestinian Chairman Yasir
Arafat met at Camp David for peace negotiations. By
the end of the meeting, the parties had hammered out
the draft of a peace accord, which Yasir Arafat
rejected. The proposal, which Arafat refused to agree
to, included the following concessions:

• The creation of a sovereign Palestinian state;
• Israeli withdrawal from approximately 95% of the

West Bank, and Israeli annexation of the
remaining 5%, in exchange for an equivalent
amount of territory in pre-1967 Israel;

• A road to the Temple Mount under Palestinian
authority and sovereignty;

• A secure highway between the West Bank and
Gaza, which would run through Israel proper;

• The creation of a Palestinian army;
• Israeli acknowledgment of “the suffering of the

refugees,” and the absorption of tens of thousands
of Palestinians into Israel, as well as the right of
return for refugees to the new Palestinian state;-An
international fund to provide for the compensation
and restitution of Palestinians.

Taba, Egypt
In 2000, Two months after the second intifada
began, President Clinton and Ehud Barak presented
Yasir Arafat with another peace proposal. Using the
concessions proposed to Arafat at Camp David as
a starting point, this new proposal expanded on
them significantly.

The Palestinian negotiating team was prepared to
accept the peace proposal offered at Taba, but Yasir
Arafat single-handedly rejected it. Furthermore,
Arafat’s rejection lacked any alternative proposal.

In the Jordanian newspaper al-Ria, commentator Dr.
Fahed Al-Fanek wrote, “It is entirely clear that the
Palestinian side has made a mistake by missing a
rare opportunity that may never return…he [Arafat]
has now started to demand, in vain, to return to the
negotiating table on the basis of the point where the
negotiations were stopped in Camp David and
Taba…the same proposals that Arafat rejected, he
now demands.”

Election of Hamas after Israeli Withdrawal From Gaza
Displacing Fatah in the 2006 parliamentary elections,
Hamas received a large majority of the Palestinians’
votes cast in the 2006 parliamentary elections.
Following its rise to power, Hamas continues its stated
policy of (1) refusing to acknowledge Israel, (2)
actively engaging in terrorist attacks, and (3) refusing
to abide by peace agreements signed by previous
Palestinian governments. Until Hamas reverses its
policies in those three crucial areas, the United States,
Israel, and the rest of the international community must
continue to isolate Hamas, and refuse any form of aid
to the terrorist-led Palestinian authority. 
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5. AIPAC Near East Report On Election of Hamas 
http://www.aipac.org/NER/040306/hamasTakesCharge.cfm 

 
6. Washington Post: Hamas’s Refusal to Pursue Peace Process 

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC06.php?CID=897 
 

7. AIPAC :International Response to Election of Hamas http://www.aipac.org/PDFDocs/AIPAC%20Memo%20-
%20World%20Leaders%20Say%20Hamas%20Must%20End%20Violence.pdf 

 
8. AIPAC: List of Hamas’s Violations of Previous Peace Agreements with Israel 

http://www.aipac.org/hamas/commitmentViolations.htm 
 

9. Haaretz: Egyptian Foreign Minister’s Praise for Israel’s Restraint in Ceasefire, Despite Repeated Palestinian 
Attacks  
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1164881985590&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull 

 
Israel’s Diversity 

 
1. Brookings Institution “Diversity in Israel: Lessons for the United States” 

http://www.brookings.edu/press/review/winter2002/litan.htm 
 

2. Jewish Agency for Israel: The Diversity of Israeli Society 



http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Eye+on+Israel/Soc
iety/1)+Introduction+The+Diversity+of+Israeli+Society.htm 
 

3. Israel MFA: “Gender Equality in a Jewish State” 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Facts+about+Israel-+The+State/A+Free+People+in+Our+Land-
+Gender+Equality.htm 
 

4. BICOM: LGBT Rights in Israel 
http://www.bicom.org.uk/about_israel/gay_rights/ 
 

5. Israel MFA: Arab Rights in Israel 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2001/8/Arab%20Israelis 

 
 
Israeli Technology and Innovation 

 
1. Israel21c – Comprehensive Website on “Israel Beyond the Conflict” 
  www.Israel21c.com 
 
2.   Isracast – Focus on Israeli Technological Innovations 
  http://www.isracast.com/tech_index.aspx?p=1 
 
3.   America-Israel Friendship League: Highlighted List of Israeli Technologies 
  http://www.aifl.org/html/web/resource_facts.html 
  
4.  Israel MFA: Science and Technology 

http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/mfa/facts%20about%20israel/science%20-%20technology/ 
 

      5.    Israel MFA: Environmental Protection 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Facts+About+Israel/Land/THE%20LAND-%20Environmental%20Protection 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  
 

 
 
 


